
WORK
Group 1 Entity

EXPRESSION
Group 1 Entity

MANIFESTATION
Group 1 Entity

ITEM
Group 1 Entity

PERSON
Group 2 Entity

CORPORATE BODY
Group 2 Entity

Is Produced By

Is Realized By

Is Created By

Is Owned By

Is Realized Through

Is Embodied In

Is Exemplified By

CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT
FRAD Entity & Current 

Practice

AUTHORITY 
RECORD

Current Practice

Is Known By

Is Basis For

Is Registered In

Is Known By

Is Basis For

Is Basis For

TITLE
(aka Name in FRAD)

NAME
FRAD Entity

IDENTIFIER
FRAD Entity

VARIANT 
 HEADING

Current Practice

AUTHORIZED 
HEADING

Current Practice

RULES
FRAD Entity

Is Governed By

Is Registered As

AGENCY
FRAD Entity

Is Created/Modified  By

Are Applied By

CONCEPT
Group 3 Entity

H
as

 A
s 

S
ub

je
ct

Is Known By

Is Assigned An

PLACE
Group 3 Entity

Is Governed By

Has a Genre

Is Known By

OBJECT
Group 3 Entity

EVENT
Group 3 Entity

FAMILY
FRAD Entity

RDA: Treats as Group 2 
Entity

UNCONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT

Current Practice

EXPLANATORY 
HEADING

Current Practice

REFERENCE 
RECORD

Current Practice

EXPLANATORY 
RECORD

Current Practice

Note for Has As Subject: Relationship operates between Work and all Group 
1, 2, and 3 Entities. RDA version 1.0 does not cover “Has As Subject” 
relationships. To ensure taxonomic completeness, diagram includes an 
exemplary “Has As Subject” relationship (i.e., that between Work and the 
Group 3 Entities). As RDA is extended, diagram will be revised to include all 
“Has Subject” relationships. For more detail on Has As Subject relationships, 
see page 12.

ITEM

If Part Of
MANIFESTATION

If Part Of
EXPRESSION

If Part Of

WORK

If Part Of

Note for Is Produced By: RDA version 1.0 covers the following:
    * Is Produced By: Producer
    * Is Published By: Publisher
    * Is Distributed By: Distributor
    * Is Manufactured By: Manufacturer
    * Is Associated with Other Person, Family, or Corporate Body: 

Other Person, Family, or Corporate Body Associated with a Manifestation

Note for Is Owned By: RDA version 1.0 covers the following:
    * Is Owned By: Owner
    * Is In The Custody Of: Custodian
    * Is Associated with Other Person, Family, or Corporate Body: Other Person, Family, or Corporate Body Associated with an Item

Diagram Notations Key
Page Layout

Relationships:
General/High Level Relationships: Page 1
Details of Individual Relationships: Pages 10–15 including mappings with attributes and relationship designators.

Entities:
Group 1: Pages 2–5 with one entity per page, including attributes, subelements and element subtypes, and vocabularies.
Group 2: Page 6, including attributes, subelements and element subtypes, and vocabularies.
Group 3: Page 9, including attributes, subelements and element subtypes, and vocabularies.
Other FRAD: Page 7, including attributes, subelements and element subtypes, and vocabularies.
Current Practice: Page 8.

Notation Conventions Used (Modified ER):
Entities: Appear in boxes per standard ER notation.
Attributes: Appear in bubbles attached to entity.
FRBR and FRAD Numbers: Appear in parentheses in small black text within applicable entity or attribute. For indirect equivalents, the words “covered under” precede additional details.

FRBR/FRAD Attribute with Multiple RDA Elements: FRBR/FRAD attribute appears multiple times (i.e., once for each RDA element).
FRBR/FRAD Attribute without RDA Element: Attribute name is shown in regular text (i.e., not bold). Note: Sometimes the RDA Equivalent is a subelement/attribute of another RDA-specific Element. In these cases, Attribute name is bold and the FRBR number is listed with the subelement/element sub-type too.

RDA Elements: Appear in green within applicable attribute. For indirect equivalents, the words “covered under” or “covered in part” precede additional details.
RDA Elements without FRBR/FRAD Equivalents: Attribute appears in green with an em dash (i.e., —) listed in place of Attribute name.
RDA Elements with FRBR/FRAD Equivalents in Another Entity: FRBR/FRAD Entity appears in all caps before Attribute name. Entity and Attribute appear in dark gray.

RDA SubElements: Appear in green as subattributes attached to the applicable attribute.
RDA Element Sub-Types. Appear in green as subattributes attached to the applicable attribute with the words “Element Subtype” added to the connecting line.
RDA Vocabularies: Appear in green, branching off appropriate element(s)/subelement/element sub-type. RDA Name is listed and:

Where multiple elements use same vocabulary, a Note indicates complete usage.
Where vocabulary terms carry child elements (e.g., scope for each term), Notes below the terms detail children.
Where vocabularies terms carry footnotes, Notes below the terms carry footnotes.
Where vocabularies contain nestings and/or subdivisions, vocabularies are shown as multi-tiered.

RDA Relationship Designators: Appear in green branching off applicable Relationship Designator attribute in Individual Relationship mappings. Notes below carry scope of designators.
DCMI Equivalent: Planned to be added at a later date in blue.
Corresponding RDA Instructions Number(s): Planned to be added at a later date.



Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

WORK

Title
RDA Element: Title of 

Work

Form (FRAD 4.4)

RDA Element: Form of 
Work

Date (FRAD 4.4)

RDA Element: Date of 
Work

Other Distinguishing Characteristic (FRAD 4.4)

RDA Element: Other Distinguishing Characteristic of the 
Work

Intended Termination
RDA Element: —

(Covered Under Manifestation: Mode of Issuance)

Intended Audience 
(FRBR 4.2.6)

RDA Element: Intended Audience

Context for Work
(FRBR 4.2.7)

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under History of the Work)

Coordinates (FRBR 4.2.11)
cartographic

RDA Element: Coordinates of Cartographic 
Content

Equinox (FRBR 4.2.12)
cartographic

RDA Element: Equinox

Subject
FRAD

RDA Element: —
(Eventually will be covered under Relationship between Work and Any Group 1, 

2, or 3 Entities.)

Place of Origin
(FRAD 4.4)

RDA Element: Place of Origin of 
the Work

History (FRAD 4.4)

RDA Element: History of 
the Work Preferred Title for the Work (FRAD 5.2)

Covered in:

Date of Signing of a Treaty, etc.
Covered in:

Date of Promulgation of a Law, etc.
Covered in:

Date of Work (General)
Covered in:

Other Distinguishing 
Characteristic

(FRAD 4.4)
RDA Element: Signatory to a 

Treaty, etc.

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 5.2) 
RDA Element: Identifier for  the 

Work

Form (FRBR 4.2.2)

RDA Element: Nature of 
the Content

—
RDA Element: Coverage 

of the Content

—
RDA Element: System of 

Organization

—
RDA Element: Dissertation or 

Theses Information

Right Ascension and Declination
Covered in:

Strings of Coordinate Pairs
Covered in:

Longitude and Latitude
Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Epoch

R
D

A
 V

oc
ab

ul
ar

y:
 C

ol
le

ct
iv

e 
Ti

tle
s

D
C

 E
qu

iv
al

en
t: 

Correspondence

Essays

Novels

Plays

Prose Works

Poems

Short Stories

Speeches

RDA Vocabulary: 
Standard Combinations of Instruments
DC Equivalent: 

Piano

Strings

Winds

Woodwinds

Medium of Performance
(FRAD 4.4) musical work 

RDA Element: Medium of Performance

RDA Vocabulary: Sacred 
Scriptures: Groups of Books
DC Equivalent: 

Note: Each term has a corresponding Scope statement, 
they are as follows. Smaller green text indicates a footnote 
within the Scope statement.
Chronicles: 1–2 Chronicles.
Five Scrolls: Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, 

Ecclesiastes, Esther.
Former Prophets:Joshua, Judges, 1–2 Samuel, 1–2 

Kings.
Hagiographa: Ruth, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, 
Lamentations, Daniel. 

Heptateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges. 

Hexateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua. 

Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1–2 Samuel, 1–
2 Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther.

Kings: 1–2 Kings
Minor Prophets:Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 

Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi.

Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy. 

Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 
Malachi. 

Prophets (Nevi’m): Joshua, Judges, 1–2 Samuel, 1–2 
Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Minor Prophets

Samuel: 1–2 Samuel
Catholic Epistles: General Epistles of James, Peter, 

John, Jude.
Corinthians: 1–2 Corinthians
Epistles: All or miscellaneous Epistles
Epistles of John:1–3 John
Epistles of Paul:
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
Pastoral Epistles:1–2 Timothy, Titus
Peter:1–2 Peter
Thessalonians: 1–2 Thessalonians
Timothy: 1–2 Timothy

Chronicles

Five Scrolls

Former Prophets

Hagiographa

Heptateuch

Hexateuch

Historical Books

Minor Prophets

Pentateuch

Prophets

Prophets (Nevi’m)
Samuel

Catholic Epistles

Epistles

Epistles of Paul

Pastoral Epistles

Peter

Thessalonians

Timothy

Note

Kings

Corinthians

Epistles of John

Gospels

O
ld Testam

ent
N

ew
 Testam

ent

Variant Title for the Work (FRAD 5.2)
Covered in:

Alternative Linguistic Form 
of Name (FRAD 5.4.4)

Covered in:

Other Variant Name
(FRAD 5.4.4) Covered in:

Numeric Designation
(FRAD 4.4) musical work

RDA Element: Numeric Designation
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Note for Medium of Performance: LC has 
proposed extensive revisions to RDA 
instructions on musical works (6.17–6.22). 
JSC is currently considering this proposal. 
Vocabularies as shown are subject to change.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Groups of Instruments
DC Equivalent: 

Woodwinds

Brasses

Winds for Woodwinds and Brasses

Percussion

Plucked Instruments

Keyboard Instruments

Strings

Instrumental [String, Wind, etc.] Ensemble 
for four or more diverse instruments

Mezzo-Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Baritone

Bass

RDA Vocabulary: 
Solo Voices
DC Equivalent: 

Soprano

Unison Voices

RDA Vocabulary: 
Choral Ensemble
DC Equivalent: 

Mixed Voices

Men’s Voices

Women’s Voices

Original Langauge
(FRAD 4.4)

RDA Element: Original Language of the 
Work

ISO 639-2

Key
(FRAD 4.4) musical work

RDA Element: Key

—
RDA Element: Source Consulted

Year Degree Granted
Covered in:

Institution
Covered in:

Degree
Covered in:

Note for Source Consulted: In 
current practice this element is 
treated as an attribute of 
CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT 
(see page 8.)

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of 
Identification 
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of Identification: 
In current practice this element is 
treated as an attribute of 
CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT 
(see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note

Band

RDA Vocabulary: 
Orchestra, etc.
DC Equivalent: Orchestra

String Orchestra

Note: Orchestra has a corresponding Scope statement, 
Orchestra: For full or reduced orchestra.

Women’s Solo Voices

RDA Vocabulary: 
Two or More Voices
DC Equivalent: Mixed Solo Voice

Men’s Solo Voices



Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Note: Each term has a corresponding Scope statement, they are as follows. Smaller green text indicates a footnote 
within the Scope statement.
Cartographic Dataset: Cartographic content

*
expressed through a digitally encoded dataset(s) intended to be 

processed by a computer.  For cartographic data intended to be perceived in the form of an image(s) or three-
dimensional form(s), see cartographic image and cartographic three-dimensional form, respectively.

*
The term 

cartographic content denotes content that represents the whole or part of the Earth or any celestial body at any scale.
Cartographic Image. Cartographic content expressed through line, shape, shading, etc., intended to be perceived 

visually as a still image or images in two dimensions. Includes maps, views, remote-sensing images, etc.
Cartographic Moving Image. Cartographic content expressed through images intended to be perceived as moving, 

in two dimensions.  Includes satellite images of the earth or other celestial bodies in motion.
Cartographic Tactile Image. Cartographic content expressed through line, shape, and/or other forms, intended to be 

perceived through touch as a still image(s) in two dimensions.
Cartographic Tactile Three-Dimensional Form.Cartographic content expressed through a form or forms intended 

to be perceived through touch as a three-dimensional form or forms.
Cartographic Three-Dimensional Form.Cartographic content expressed through a form or forms intended to be 

perceived visually from more than one side. Includes globes, relief models, etc.
Computer Dataset.Content expressed through a digitally encoded dataset(s) intended to be processed by a 

computer. Includes numeric data, environmental data, etc., used by applications software to calculate averages, 
correlations, etc., or to produce models, etc., but not normally displayed in its raw form.  For data intended to be 
perceived visually in the form of notation, image(s), or three-dimensional form(s), see moving image, notated 
movement, notated music, still image, text, three-dimensional form, and three-dimensional moving image. For data 
intended to be perceived in an audible form, see performed music, sounds, and spoken word. For cartographic data 
see cartographic dataset.

Computer Program.Content expressed through digitally encoded instructions intended to be processed and 
performed by a computer. Includes operating systems, applications software, etc.

Moving Image. Content expressed through images intended to be perceived as moving, in two dimensions. Includes 
motion pictures (using live action and/or animation), film and video recordings of performances, events, etc., video 
games, etc., other than those intended to be perceived in three dimensions (see three-dimensional moving image). 
Moving images may or may not be accompanied by sound.

Notated Movement.Content expressed through a notational system for movement intended to be perceived visually. 
Includes all forms of movement notation other than those intended to be perceived through touch (see tactile 
notated movement).

Notated Music.Content expressed through a notational system for music intended to be perceived visually. Includes 
all forms of music notation other than those intended to be perceived through touch (see tactile music).

Performed Music.Content expressed through music in an audible form. Includes recorded performances of music, 
computer-generated music, etc.

Sounds. Content other than language or music, expressed in an audible form. Includes natural sounds, artificially 
produced sounds, etc.

Spoken Word.Content expressed through language in an audible form. Includes recorded readings, recitations, 
speeches, etc., computer-generated speech, etc.

Still Image. Content expressed through line, shape, shading, etc., intended to be perceived visually as a still image or 
images in two dimensions. Includes drawings, paintings, diagrams, photographic images (stills), etc.

Tactile Image. Content expressed through line, shape, and/or other forms, intended to be perceived through touch as 
a still image(s) in two dimensions.

Tactile Music. Content expressed through a notational system for music intended to be perceived through touch. 
Includes Braille music and other tactile systems of music notation.

Tactile Notated Movement.Content expressed through a notational system for movement intended to be perceived 
through touch.

Tactile Text.Content expressed through a notational system for language intended to be perceived through touch. 
Includes Braille text and other tactile systems of language notation.

Tactile Three-Dimensional Form.Content expressed through a form or forms intended to be perceived through 
touch as a three-dimensional form or forms.

Text. Content expressed through a notational system for language intended to be perceived visually. Includes all 
forms of language notation other than those intended to be perceived through touch (see tactile text).

Three-Dimensional Form.Content expressed through a form or forms intended to be perceived visually from more 
than one side. Includes sculptures, models, naturally occurring objects and specimens, holograms, etc.

Three-Dimensional Moving Image.Content expressed through images intended to be perceived as moving, in three 
dimensions. Includes 3-D motion pictures (using live action and/or animation), 3-D video games, etc. Three-
dimensional moving images may or may not be accompanied by sound.

EXPRESSION

Date (FRAD 4.5)
RDA Element: Date of 

Expression

Language (FRAD 4.5)
RDA Element: Language of 

Expression

Title

Extensibility
(FRBR 4.3.6)

Sequencing Pattern
(FRBR 4.3.13) serial

Type of Score (FRBR 4.3.16)
musical notation

RDA Element: Format of Notated Music

Revisability
(FRBR 4.3.7)

Context

Critical Response To

Critical Response (FRBR 4.3.11)
RDA Element: Awards

Use Restrictions
Expected Regularity of Issue

(FRBR 4.3.14) serial

MANIFESTATION: Expected Frequency of Issue
(FRBR 4.3.15)  serial

RDA Element: Frequency

Recording Technique
(FRBR 4.3.23) remote sensing image

Special Characteristic
(FRBR 4.3.24) remote sensing image

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Other Details of Cartographic 

Content)

Technique (FRAD 4.5)
graphic or projected image

RDA Element: Technique

MANIFESTATION: 
Copyright Date

RDA Element: Copyright 
Date

MANIFESTATION: Extent 
(FRBR 4.4.10)

RDA Element: Extent

Extent of Still Image
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Extent (General)
Covered in:

Extent of Text
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Place and 

Date of Capture

Place of Capture
Covered in:

Date of Capture
Covered in:

Language (FRBR 4.3.4)
RDA Element: Language of 

the Content

—
RDA Element: Notational 

System
Script

Covered in:

Tactile System of Notation
Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Accessibility 

Content

—
RDA Element: Illustrative 

Content

Medium of Performance (FRBR 4.3.17)
musical notation and recorded sound

RDA Element: Medium of Performance of Musical Content

Extent (FRBR 4.3.8)

RDA Element: Duration

—
RDA Element: Performer, Narrator, 

and/or Presenter
—

RDA Element: Artistic and/or 
Technical Credits

Scale of Still Image or Three-Dimensional Form
Covered in:

Horizontal Scale of Cartographic Content 
Covered in:

Vertical Scale of Cartographic Content 
Covered in:
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RDA Vocabulary: Frequency
DC Equivalent: 
Note: Occurs in Expression & Manifestation.

Extent of Notated Music
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Extent of Cartographic Resource
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

RDA Vocabulary: Extent of Still Images  (also used by 
Extent of Carrier & Item Extent  on pages 4 & 5)
DC Equivalent: 

RDA Vocabulary: 
Extent of Notated 
Music  (also used by 
Extent of Carrier & Item 
Extent  on pages 4 & 5)
DC Equivalent: 

Score

C
ondensed Score

Piano [violin, etc.] conductor part

Piano Score

C
horus Score

C
lose Score

Vocal Score

Part

Term A
ctivity C

ard

C
hart

C
ollage

D
raw

ing

Flash C
ard

Icon

Painting

Photograph

Picture

Postcard

Poster

Print

R
adiograph

Study Print

Technical D
raw

ing

W
all C

hart

RDA Vocabulary: Extent of Three-
Dimensional Forms (also used by Extent 
of Carrier & Item Extent  on pages 4 & 5)
DC Equivalent: 

Term

C
oin

D
ioram

a

Exhibit

G
am

e

Jigsaw
 Puzzle

M
edal

M
ock-up

M
odel

Scultpture

Specim
en

Toy

RDA Vocabulary: Extent of Cartographic 
Resource (also used by Extent of Carrier & 
Item Extent  on pages 4 & 5)
DC Equivalent: 

A
tlas

D
iagram

G
lobe

M
ap

M
odel

Profile

R
em

ote-Sensing Im
age

Section

— (FRBR 4.3.18, 4.3.19, 4.2.11, 4.3.22, 4.3.24)
cartographic

RDA Element: Other Details of Cartographic Content

Note

RDA Vocabulary: Tactile 
Notation System 
DC Equivalent: 

C
om

puter B
raille

M
athem

atics B
raille

M
oon Type

M
usic B

raille

Tactile M
usic N

otation

B
raille

R
D

A
 V

ocabulary: Illustrative 
C

ontent Type
D

C
 E

quivalent: 

Charts

Coats of Arms

Additional Scale Information 
Covered in:

Facsimiles

Forms

Genealogical Tables

Illuminations

Maps

Music

Photographs

Plans

Plates

Portraits

Samples RDA Vocabulary: Music 
Notation System 
DC Equivalent: 

RDA Vocabulary: Format 
of Notated Music 
DC Equivalent: 
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Summarization of Content
(FRBR 4.3.9)

RDA Element: Summarization of the Content

Note for Music Notation System: ALA has 
proposed list shown. JSC is currently 
considering this proposal. Vocabularies as
shown are subject to change.

G
raphic N

otation

Letter N
otation

M
ensural N

otation

N
um

ber N
otation

Plainsong N
otation

Solm
ization

Staff N
otation

Tablature

Music Notation System
Covered in:

Colour
(FRBR 4.4.X)

RDA Element: Colour Content
image 

Colour of Moving Images
Covered in:

Colour of Still Image
Covered in:

Colour Content (General)
Covered in:

RDA Vocabulary: Colour 
of Still Image 
DC Equivalent: 

B
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D
C

 E
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t: 

Black and White

Black and White (Tinted)

Black and White (Toned)

Black and White (Tinted and Toned)

Sepia

Colour of Three-Dimensional Form
Covered in:

RDA Vocabulary: Colour of Three-
Dimensional Form 
DC Equivalent: 

Black and White

Silent

Sound

R
D

A
 V

oc
ab

ul
ar

y:
 S

ou
nd

 
C

on
te

nt
 

D
C

 E
qu

iv
al

en
t: 

Colour of Resource Designed for 
Persons with Visual Impairments

(FRBR 4.4.6) Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Sound 

Content
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RDA Vocabulary: Content Type
DC Equivalent: 
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us
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Form (FRAD 4.5)
RDA Element: Content Type

RDA Vocabulary: Aspect 
Ratio 
DC Equivalent: 

M
ix

ed

W
id

e-
Sc

re
en

Fu
ll 

Sc
re

en

—
RDA Element: Aspect Ratio

Note for Format of  Notated Music: ALA
has proposed list shown. JSC is currently 
considering this proposal. Vocabularies as
shown are subject to change.

Score

C
ondensed Score

C
lose Score

Piano [violin, etc.] conductor part

Study Score

Vocal Score

Piano Score

C
horus Score

Part

C
hoir B

ook

Table B
ook

Sheet M
usic

Geodetic, Grid, & Vertical Measurement (FRBR 4.3.22)
cartographic

FRAD
RDA Element: —

(Covered Under Other Details of Cartographic Content)

Representation of Relief
(FRBR 4.3.21) cartographic
RDA Element: —

(Covered Under Other Details of Cartographic Content)

Presentation Technique
(FRBR 4.3.20) cartographic
RDA Element: —

(Covered Under Other Details of Cartographic Content)

Projection
(FRBR 4.3.19) cartographic

RDA Element: Projection of 
Cartographic Content

Scale (FRBR 4.3.18)
cartographic

RDA Element: Scale

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 5.2) 
RDA Element: Identifier for the 

Expression

R
D

A
 V

ocabulary: H
orizontal 

Scale of C
artographic 

C
ontent

D
C

 E
quivalent: 

Note Drawn to Scale

Study Score

Extent of Three-Dimensional Form
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

ISO 639-2

Note for Source Consulted: In current practice this 
element is treated as an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of 
Identification
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of Identification: 
In current practice this element is 
treated as an attribute of 
CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT 
(see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Source Consulted

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note

RDA Vocabulary: Version 
DC Equivalent: Selections

Other Distinguishing 
Characteristic (FRAD 4.5)
RDA Element: Version



Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

RDA Vocab: 
Reduction Ratio
DC Equivalent: 

File Type (FRBR 4.4.36)
Covered in:

Vascular

MANIFESTATION

Fabricator/Manufacturer
(FRBR 4.4.7)

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Manufacturer Statement)

Edition/Issue Designation (FRBR 4.4.3)

RDA Element: Edition Statement

Place of Publication/Distribution (FRBR 4.4.4)

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Publication Statement and Distribution Statement)

Publisher/Distributor 
(FRBR 4.4.5)

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Publication Statement and Distribution Statement)

Date (FRBR 4.4.6)

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Publication Statement, Distribution Statement, and 

Copyright Date)

Manifestation Identifier (FRBR 4.4.14)

RDA Element: Identifier for the 
Manifestation

Terms of Availability
(FRBR 4.4.16)

RDA Element: Terms of Availability

Access Restrictions (FRBR 4.4.17)
RDA Element: Restrictions on Access

Typeface
printed book

Collation
hand-printed book

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Note on Extent of 

Manifestation)

Other Title Information
Covered in:

Title Proper
Covered in:

Parallel Other Title Information
Covered in:

Variant  Title
Covered in:

Earlier Variant  Title
Covered in:

Later Variant  Title
Covered in:

Key  Title
Covered in:

Abbreviated  Title
Covered in:

Devised  Title
Covered in:

Title of the 
Manifestation (FRBR 4.4.1)

RDA Element: Title

Statement of Responsibility Relating to Title
Covered in:

Parallel Statement of Responsibility Relating to Title
Covered in:

Statement of Responsibility 
(FRBR 4.4.2)

RDA Element: Statement of 
Responsibility

Statement of Responsibility Relating to the Edition
Covered in:

Statement Designating Edition
Covered in:

Parallel Statement Designating Edition
Covered in:

Parallel Statement of Responsibility Relating to the Edition
Covered in:

Statement Designating a Named Revision of an Edition
Covered in:

Parallel Statement Designating a Named Revision of an Edition
Covered in:

Statement of Responsibility Relating to a Named Revision of an Edition
Covered in:

Parallel Statement of Responsibility Relating to a Named Revision of an Edition
Covered in:

Parallel Publisher’s Name
(FRBR 4.4.5) Covered in:

Date of Publication
(FRBR 4.4.6) Covered in:

Publisher’s Name
(FRBR 4.4.5) Covered in:

Parallel Place of Publication
(FRBR 4.4.4) Covered in:

Place of Publication
(FRBR 4.4.4) Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Manufacturer 

Statement
—

RDA Element: Copyright 
Date

Other Title Information of Series
Covered in:

Title Proper of Series
Covered in:

Parallel Title of Series
Covered in:

Parallel Other Title Information of Series
Covered in:

Statement of Responsibility Relating to Series
Covered in:

Parallel Statement of Responsibility Relating to Series
Covered in:

ISSN of Series
Covered in:

Numbering within Series
Covered in:

Other Title Information of Subseries
Covered in:

Title Proper of Subseries
Covered in:

Parallel Title of Subseries
Covered in:

Parallel Other Title Information of Subseries
Covered in:

Statement of Responsibility Relating to Subseries
Covered in:

Parallel Statement of Responsibility Relating to Subseries
Covered in:

ISSN of Subseries
Covered in:

Numbering within Subseries
Covered in:

Parallel Producer’s Name
(FRBR 4.4.7)   Covered in:

Date of Production
Covered in:

Producer’s Name
(FRBR 4.4.7) Covered in:

Parallel Place of Production
Covered in:

Place of Production
Covered in:

Parallel Manufacturer’s Name
(FRBR 4.4.7) Covered in:

Date of Manufacture
(FRBR 4.4.7) Covered in:

Manufacturer’s Name
(FRBR 4.4.7) Covered in:

Parallel Place of Manufacture
(FRBR 4.4.7) Covered in:

Place of Manufacture 
(FRBR 4.4.7) Covered in:

Series Statement
(FRBR 4.4.8)

RDA Element: Series Statement

—
RDA Element: Mode of 

Issuance

Publisher’s Number for Music
(FRBR 4.4.14) Covered in:

Plate Number for Music
(FRBR 4.4.14) Covered in:

Identifier for the 
Manifestation (General)

(FRBR 4.4.14) Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Preferred 

Citation

—
RDA Element: Note

Note on Series Statement
(FRBR 4.4.8)  Covered in:

Source for Acquisitions/Access Authorization (FRBR 4.4.15)
RDA Element: Contact Information

Form of Carrier
(FRBR 4.4.9)

RDA Element: Carrier 
Type

Extent of Cartographic Resource
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Extent (General)
Covered in:

Extent of Three-Dimensional Form
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Dimensions of the Carrier (FRBR 4.4.13)

RDA Element: Dimensions

Extent of Still Image
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Dimensions of Map, etc.
Covered in:

Dimensions of Still Image
Covered in:

Dimensions (General)
Covered in:

Physical Medium (FRBR 4.4.11)

RDA Element: Base Material
Extent of Carrier (FRBR 4.4.10 & 4.3.8)

RDA Element: Extent

—
RDA Element: Mount

Publication Status
serial 

Numbering (FRBR 4.4.23)

RDA Element: Numbering of 
Serials

serial 

Numeric and/or Alphabetic Designation of Last Issue or Part
Covered in:

Numeric and/or Alphabetic Designation of First Issue or Part
Covered in:

Chronological Designation of First Issue or Part
Covered in:

Chronological Designation of Last Issue or Part
Covered in:

Numeric and/or Alphabetic Designation of Last Issue or Part of First Sequence
Covered in:

Chronological Designation of Last Issue or Part of First Sequence
Covered in:

Numeric and/or Alphabetic Designation of First Issue or Part of New Sequence
Covered in:

Chronological Designation of First  Issue or Part of New Sequence
Covered in:

Polarity (FRBR 4.4.32)
microform or visual projection 
RDA Element: Polarity

Generation (FRBR 4.4.33)
microform or visual projection 

RDA Element: Generation

Presentation Format
(FRBR 4.4.34)
visual projection 

—
RDA Element: Layout

Layout of Map, etc.
Covered in:

Layout of Tactile Music
Covered in:

Capture Mode (FRBR 4.4.12)

RDA Element: —
(Covered In Part By Type of Recording and 

Recording Medium

Special Playback Characteristics (FRBR 4.4.29)
Covered in:

Configuration of Playback Channels (FRBR 4.4.28)
Covered in:

Tape Configuration (FRBR 4.4.27)
Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Projection 

Characteristics

—
RDA Element: Video 

Characteristics

Projection Speed
Covered in:

System Requirements (FRBR 4.4.35)
electronic resource

RDA Element: Equipment and System Requirements Mode of Access
remote access electronic resource Access Address

remote access electronic resource 
RDA Element: —

(Covered Under Uniform Resource Locator

Access Restrictions (FRBR 4.4.17)
RDA Element: Restrictions on Use

Manifestation Identifier (FRBR 4.4.14)

RDA Element: Uniform Resource Locator

—
RDA Element: Production 

Statement

—
RDA Element: Distribution 

Statement
—

RDA Element: Publication 
Statement

—
RDA Element: Sound 

Content

Note on Edition Statement
(FRBR 4.4.3) Covered in:

Note on Title
(FRBR 4.4.1) Covered in:

Note on Statement of Responsibility
(FRBR 4.4.2) Covered in:

Note on Numbering of Serials
(FRBR 4.4.23)  Covered in:

Note on Production Statement
Covered in:

Note on Publication Statement
(FRBR 4.4.4, 4.4.5, 4.4.6)  Covered in:

Note of Distribution Statement
(FRBR 4.4.4, 4.4.5, 4.4.6)  Covered in:

Note on Manufacture Statement
(FRBR 4.4.7)  Covered in:

Note on Basis for Identification of the Resource
Covered in:

Note on Frequency
(FRBR 4.3.15) Covered in:

Note on Extent of Manifestation
(FRBR 4.4.10) Covered in:

Note on Dimensions of Manifestation
(FRBR 4.4.13) Covered in:

Note on Changes in Carrier Characteristics
Covered in:

D
aily

Three Tim
es a W

eek

B
iw

eekly

W
eekly

Sem
iw

eekly

Three Tim
es a M

onth

B
im

onthly

M
onthly

Sem
im

onthly

Q
uarterly

Three Tim
es a Year

Sem
iA

nnual

A
nnual

B
iennial

Triennial

Irregular

RDA Vocabulary: Frequency
DC Equivalent: 
Note: Occurs in Expression & Manifestation.

Scope

RDA Vocabulary: Mode of Issuance
DC Equivalent: 

Single U
nit

Term

M
ultipart M

onograph

Serial

Integrating R
esource

Note: Each term has a corresponding 
Scope statement, they are as follows:
Single Unit: A resource that is issued 

either as a single physical unit (e.g., 
as a single-volume monograph) or, in 
the case of an intangible resource, as 
a single logical unit (e.g., as a PDF file 
mounted on the Web).

Multipart Monograph: A resource 
issued in two or more parts (either 
simultaneously or successively) that is 
complete or intended to be completed 
within a finite number of parts (e.g., a 
dictionary in two volumes or three 
audiocassettes issued as a set).

Serial: A resource issued in successive 
parts that has no predetermined 
conclusion (e.g., a periodical, a 
monographic series, or a newspaper). 
Includes resources that exhibit 
characteristics of serials, such as 
successive issues, numbering, and 
frequency, but whose duration is 
limited (e.g., newsletters of events) 
and reprints of serials.

Integrating Resource: A resource that 
is added to or changed by means of 
updates that do not remain discrete 
and are integrated into the whole. An 
integrating resource may be tangible 
(e.g., a loose-leaf manual that is 
updated by means of replacement 
pages) or intangible (e.g., a Web site 
that is updated either continuously or 
on a cyclical basis).

EXPRESSION: Expected Frequency of Issue
(FRBR 4.3.15)   serial

RDA Element: Frequency

—
RDA Element: Media Type

Note: Each term has a corresponding 
Scope statement, they are as follows:
Audio: Media used to store recorded 

sound, designed for use with a playback 
device such as a turntable, udiocassette 
player, CD player, or MP3 player. 
Includes media used to store digitally 
encoded as well as analog sound.

Computer: Media used to store electronic 
files, designed for use with a computer. 
Includes media that are accessed 
remotely through file servers as well as 
direct-access media such as computer 
tapes and discs.

Microform: Media used to store reduced-
size images not readable to the human 
eye, designed for use with a device such 
as a microfilm or microfiche reader. 
Includes both transparent and opaque 
micrographic media.

Microscopic: Media used to store minute 
objects, designed for use with a device 
such as a microscope to reveal details 
invisible to the naked eye.

Projected: Media used to store moving or 
still images, designed for use with a 
projection device such as a motion 
picture film projector, slide projector, or 
overhead projector.  Includes media 
designed to project both two-
dimensional and three-dimensional 
images.

Stereographic: Media used to store pairs 
of still images, designed for use with a 
device such as a stereoscope or 
stereograph viewer to give the effect of 
three dimensions.

Unmediated: Media used to store content 
designed to be perceived directly 
through one or more of the human 
senses without the aid of an 
intermediating device. Includes media 
containing visual and/or tactile content 
produced using processes such as 
printing, engraving, lithography, etc., 
embossing, texturing, etc., or by means 
of handwriting, drawing, painting, etc.  
Also includes media used to convey 
three-dimensional forms such as 
sculptures, models, etc.

Video: Media used to store moving or still 
images, designed for use with a 
playback device such as a videocassette 
player or DVD player. Includes media 
used to store digitally encoded as well 
as analog images.

RDA Vocabulary: Media Type
DC Equivalent: 

Term

A
udio

C
om

puter

M
icroform

M
icroscopic

Projected

Stereographic

U
nm

ediated

Video

Scope

See EXPRESSION: RDA 
Vocabulary: Extent of 
Three-Dimensional Forms 
on page 3
DC Equivalent: 

See EXPRESSION: RDA 
Vocabulary: Extent of 
Still Image on page 3
DC Equivalent: 

See EXPRESSION: RDA 
Vocabulary: Extent of 
Notated Music on page 3
DC Equivalent: 

See EXPRESSION: RDA 
Vocabulary: Extent of 
Cartographic Resource on 
page 3
DC Equivalent: 

RDA Vocabulary: Base Material
DC Equivalent: 

B
ris

to
l B

oa
rd

C
an

va
s

C
ar

db
oa

rd

C
er

am
ic

G
la

ss

H
ar

db
oa

rd

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n 

B
oa

rd

Iv
or

y

Le
at

he
r

M
et

al

Pa
pe

r

Pa
rc

hm
en

t

Pl
as

te
r

Pl
as

tic

Po
rc

el
ai

n

Sh
el

la
c

Sk
in

St
on

e

Sy
nt

he
tic

Te
xt

ile

Ve
llu

m

Vi
ny

l

W
ax

W
oo

d

Base Material (General)
Covered in:

Base Material for Microfilm, 
Microfiche, and Motion Picture Film

Covered in:

RDA Vocabulary: Base Material 
for Microfilm, Microfiche, and 
Motion Picture
DC Equivalent: 

A
cetate

D
iacetate

N
itrate

Polyester

Safety B
ase

Triacetate

Note: At present, the following terms carry these footnotes:
Acetate: Record acetate when it cannot be determined whether the film base is diacetate or triacetate.
Safety Base: Record safety base when the specific type of safety base cannot be determined.

Video C
artridge

Videocassette
Videodisc

Videotape R
eel

Video

RDA Vocabulary: Carrier Type
DC Equivalent: 

Type of 
Carrier

Term

Audio

A
udio C

artridge

A
udio C

ylinder

A
udio D

isc

A
udio Film

 R
eel

A
udio R

oll

A
udio C

assette

A
udiotape R

eel

Microform

A
perture C

ard

M
icrofiche

M
icrofiche C

assette

M
icrofilm

 C
artridge

M
icrofilm

 C
assette

M
icrofilm

 R
eel

M
icrofilm

 Slip

M
icroopaque

Microscopic

M
icroscopic Slide

Projected

Film
 C

artridge

Film
 C

assette

Film
 R

eel

Film
slip

Film
strip

Film
strip C

artridge

O
verhead Transparency

Slide

Stereographic

Stereographic C
ard

Stereographic R
eel

Unmediated

C
ard

Flipchart

R
oll

Sheet

Volum
e

Note Note: At present, the following terms carry these footnotes:
Audio Cylinder: Use for wax cylinders, wire cylinders, etc.
Audio Film Reel: Use for sound-track films, whether or not they are intended to accompany visual images on film.
Audio Roll: Use for piano rolls, etc.
Online Resource: Use for digital resources that are accessed remotely through a communications network.
Slide: Use for photographic slides only; for slides designed to be used with a microscope use microscope slide.
Volume: Use for all types of bound volumes (hardcover or soft cover), including those with spiral bindings, slide bindings, ring bindings, etc., and for one or more sheets intended to be bound together to form a single unit.

Computer

C
om

puter C
ard

C
om

puter C
hip C

artridge

C
om

puter D
isc

C
om

puter D
isc C

artridge

C
om

puter Tape C
artridge

C
om

puter Tape C
assette

C
om

puter Tape R
eel

O
nlne R

esource

Extent of Notated Music
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Emulsion on Microfilm and 
Microfiche
Covered in:RDA Vocabulary: Emulsion on Microfilm and Microfiche

DC Equivalent: Diazo

Mixed

Silver Halide

Applied Material (General)
Covered in:

R
D

A
 V

ocabulary: A
pplied M

aterial
D

C
 E

quivalent: 

Acrylic Paint

Chalk

Charcoal

Crayon

Dye

Gouache

Ink

Oil Paint

Pastel

Pencil

Plaster

Tempera

Watercolour

R
D

A
 V

ocabulary: Production 
M

ethod for Tactile R
esource

D
C

 E
quivalent: 

Braillo

Plate Copy

Press Braille

Solid Dot

Swell Paper

Thermoform

Blueline

R
D

A
 V

ocabulary: Production 
M

ethod 
D

C
 E

quivalent: 

Blueprint

Collotype

Daguerreotype

Engraving

Etching

Lithograph

Photocopy

Photoengraving

Photogravure

Print

White Print

Woodcut

RDA Vocabulary: Generation 
for Audio Recording 
DC Equivalent: 

Master Tape

Tape Duplication Master

Disc Master

Mother

Stamper

Test Pressing

Original

Master

Derivative Master

Thumbnail

View

Examination

RDA Vocabulary: Generation of  
Digital Resource 
DC Equivalent: 

First Generation

Printing Master

Service Copy

Mixed Generation

 RDA Vocabulary: 
Generation of   
 Microform 
DC Equivalent: 

N
ote: A

t present, First 
G

eneration carries this 
footnote

(i.e., the cam
era 

m
aster).

RDA Vocabulary: Generation of 
Motion Picture Film 
DC Equivalent: 

Original

Master

Duplicate

Reference Print

Viewing Copy

Generation of Microform (FRBR 4.4.33)
Covered in:

Generation of Digital Resource
Covered in:

Generation for Audio Recording
Covered in:

Generation of Motion Picture Film (FRBR 4.4.33)
Covered in:

Generation of Video Tape (FRBR 4.4.33)
Covered in:

RDA Vocabulary: 
Generation of Video Tape 
DC Equivalent: 

First G
eneration

Second G
eneration, M

aster C
opy

Second G
eneration, Show

 C
opy

Production Method for 
Tactile Resources Covered in:

Production Method
(General) Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Production 

Method

Physical Medium (FRBR 4.4.11)

RDA Element: Applied Material

Layout (General)
Covered in:

R
D

A
 V

ocab: 
Layout of 
M

ap, etc.
D

C
 E

quivalent: 

Double Sided

Single Sided
RDA Vocab: Layout of 
Tactile Music
DC Equivalent: 

B
ar

 b
y 

B
ar

B
ar

 O
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r B
ar

Li
ne

 b
y 

Li
ne

Li
ne

 O
ve

r L
in

e

M
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C
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rd

O
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O
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h

Se
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Si
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e

Ve
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e

Parallel Distributor’s Name
(FRBR 4.4.5) Covered in:

Date of Distribution
(FRBR 4.4.6) Covered in:

Distributor’s Name
(FRBR 4.4.5) Covered in:

Parallel Place of Distribution
(FRBR 4.4.4) Covered in:

Place of Distribution
(FRBR 4.4.4) Covered in:

Foliation (FRBR 4.4.20)
hand-printed book

RDA Element: Book 
Format

R
D

A
 V

oc
ab

ul
ar

y:
 B

oo
k 

Fo
rm

at
D

C
 E

qu
iv

al
en

t: 

Folio

4to

8vo

12mo

16mo

24mo

32mo

48mo

64mo

R
D

A
 V

ocab: 
Layout
D

C
 E

quivalent: 

Double Sided

Single Sided

RDA Vocab: Font Size
DC Equivalent: 

Giant Print

Large Print

Type Size (FRBR 4.4.19)
printed book

RDA Element: Font Size

RDA Vocab: Polarity
DC Equivalent: 

Positive

Negative

Mixed Polarity Lo
w

 
R

ed
uc

tio
n

N
or

m
al

 
R

ed
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tio
n

H
ig

h 
R

ed
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tio
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Ve
ry

 H
ig

h 
R

ed
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tio
n

U
ltr

a 
H
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h 

R
ed
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tio

n

RDA Vocabulary: Type of Recording 
DC Equivalent: Analog

Digital

Magnetic

Optical

Fine

Standard

RDA Vocabulary: Groove Pitch
DC Equivalent: 

Centre Track

Edge Track

RDA Vocabulary: Track Configuration
DC Equivalent: 

Track Configuration
Covered in:

Quardaphonic

Surround

RDA Vocabulary: Configuration 
of Playback Channels
DC Equivalent: 

Mono

Tereo

Dolby-C Encoded

NAB Standard
RDA Vocabulary: Special 
Playback Characteristics
DC Equivalent: 

Dolby-A Encoded

Dolby-B Encoded

dbx Encoded

CCIR 
Standard

CX Encoded

RDA Vocabulary: 
Presentation Format 
DC Equivalent: 

Presentation Format
(FRBR 4.4.34) Covered in:

C
in

er
am

a

C
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e

C
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a
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A

X

M
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M
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an

da
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St
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ic

Te
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ni
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e

3D

Regional Encoding
Covered in:

File Size (FRBR 4.4.36)
Covered in:

Transmission Speed
Covered in:

RDA Vocabulary: 
Broadcast Standard 
DC Equivalent: 

H
D

TV

N
TS

C

PA
L

SE
C

A
M

Video Format (FRBR 4.4.34)
Covered in:

Broadcast Standard
Covered in:

B
et

a

B
et

ac
am

B
et

ac
am

 S
P

C
ED D
-2 EI
A

J

8 
m

m

H
i-8

 m
m

La
se

r O
pt

ic
al

M
-II

Q
ua

dr
up

le
x

Su
pe

r-
VH

S

Ty
pe

 C

U
-m

at
ic

VH
S

RDA Vocabulary: Video Format 
DC Equivalent: 

Audio File

Data File

Image File

Program File

Text File

Video File

RDA Vocabulary: File Type 
DC Equivalent: 

Representation of Cartographic 
Images

Covered in:

Encoding Format (FRBR 4.4.36)
Covered in:

CD Audio

DVD Audio

MP3

Real Audio

SACD

WAV

A
udio

Access

Excel

Lotus

XML

ARC/INFO

CAD

E00

GIF

GIS

JPEG

MID/MIF

TIFF

D
ata

ASCII

HTML

MS Word

PDF

RTF

SGML

Word Perfect

XHTML

Im
age

DVD Video

MPEG-4

Quicktime

Real Video

SVCD

VCD

Windows Media

Text
Video

R
D

A
 V

ocabulary: 
Encoding Form

at 
D

C
 E

quivalent: 

Coarse

Microgroove

RDA Vocabulary: Groove Width
DC Equivalent: 

Groove Characteristic (FRBR 4.4.25)
Covered in:
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Parallel Title
Covered in:

Extent of Text
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

RDA Vocabulary: Base Material See 
Base Material (General) on this page.
DC Equivalent: 

Production Method for 
Manuscripts Covered in:

RDA Vocabulary: Production 
Method for Manuscripts 
DC Equivalent: 

H
ol

og
ra

ph
s

M
an

us
cr

ip
ts

Pr
in

to
ut

s

Ty
pe

sc
rip

ts

Note: Some terms have a corresponding 
Scope statement, they are as follows:
Holographs: A manuscript handwritten by 

the person(s) responsible for the work(s) 
contained therein.

Manuscripts: Any other handwritten 
manuscript.

Scope

Note for Production Method for Tactile Resource:
Constituencies note “Plate Copy” and “Press Braille” are 
synonymous terms. Both needed? JSC is currently 
considering this comment and vocabulary as shown is
subject to change.

Note for Production Generation of Digital Resource: Constituencies questioned terms in this 
vocabulary. JSC is currently considering this comment and vocabulary as shown is subject to change.

Note for Production Method for Manuscripts: Addition of 
pre-coordinated terms such as “manuscript (photocopy) 
under consideration by JSC. Vocabulary as shown is subject 
to change.

Note: Terms have a corresponding Scope 
statement, they are as follows:
Low Reduction: Less than 16x.        Very High Reduction: 61x–90x.
Normal Reduction: 16x–30x.            Ultra High Reduction: Over 90x.  
High Reduction. 31x–60x.

Playing Speed (FRBR 4.4.24)
sound recording 

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Sound Characteristic)

Kind of Cutting (FRBR 4.4.26)
sound recording 

Reduction Ratio (FRBR 4.4.31)
microform 

RDA Element: Reduction Ratio

Scope

Type of Recording (FRBR 4.4.12)
Covered in:

Magnetic

Optical

Magneto-optical

Mechanical

RDA Vocabulary: Recording 
Medium 
DC Equivalent: 

Recording Medium
Covered in:

Playing Speed (FRBR 4.4.24)
Covered in:

Groove Width
sound recording 

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Groove Characteristic)

Tape Configuration
(FRBR 4.4.27)  sound recording

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Sound Characteristics)

Special Reproduction 
Characteristic (FRBR 4.4.29)

sound recording 
RDA Element: —

(Covered Under Sound Characteristics)

Kind of Sound (FRBR 4.4.28)
sound recording 

RDA Element: —
(Covered Under Sound Characteristics)

—
RDA Element: Sound 

Characteristics

File Characteristics 
(FRBR 4.4.36)

electronic resource 
RDA Element: Digital File 

Characteristics

Note for Layout of Map: Name changed under 
consideration. Name may change to Layout of Cartographic 
Image.

RDA Vocabulary: Data Type 
DC Equivalent: 

R
as

te
r

Ve
ct

or

Po
in

t

O
bject Type
C

overed in:

D
ata Type

C
overed in:

N
um

ber of O
bjects

C
overed in:

RDA 
Vocabulary: 
Object Type 
DC Equivalent: 

Po
in

t

Li
ne

Po
ly

go
n

Pi
xe

l



Element SubType

Element SubType

ITEM

Treatment History

Marks/Inscriptions

Scheduled Treatment

Location
FRAD 

Condition (FRBR 4.5.6)

RDA Element: Item-Specific 
Carrier Characteristic

Exhibition History

Fingerprint (FRBR 4.5.2)
RDA Element: —

(Covered Under Identifier for the Item)
Provenance (FRBR 4.5.3)

RDA Element: Custodial History

Item Identifier
(FRBR  4.5.1, 4.5.2)

RDA Element: Identifier for the Item
Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Preferred 

Citation

Provenance (FRBR 4.5.3)

RDA Element: Immediate 
Source of Acquisition

—
RDA Element: Note

Note on Extent of Item
Covered in:

Note on Dimensions of Item
Covered in:

Access Restrictions (FRBR 4.5.9)
RDA Element: Restrictions on Access

Access Restrictions (FRBR 4.5.9)
RDA Element: Restrictions on Use

MANIFESTATION: Dimensions of the Carrier (FRBR 4.4.13)

RDA Element: Dimensions

Dimensions of Map, etc.
Covered in:

Dimensions of Still Image
Covered in:

Dimensions (General)
Covered in:

Extent (General)
Covered in:

Extent of Three-Dimensional Form
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Extent of Still Image
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Extent of Text
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

MANIFESTATION: (FRBR 4.4.10)

RDA Element: Extent

Extent of Notated Music
(FRBR 4.3.8) Covered in:

Extent of Cartographic Resource
(FRBR 4.3.8)  Covered in:
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See EXPRESSION: RDA 
Vocabulary: Extent of Three-
Dimensional Forms on page 3
DC Equivalent: 

See EXPRESSION: RDA 
Vocabulary: Extent of 
Still Image on page 3
DC Equivalent: 

See EXPRESSION: RDA 
Vocabulary: Extent of 
Notated Music on page 3
DC Equivalent: 

See EXPRESSION: RDA 
Vocabulary: Extent of 
Cartographic Resource on page 3
DC Equivalent: 



Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

PERSON
Other Designation (FRBR 4.6.4, FRAD 4.1)

RDA Element: Other Designation Associated with the 
Person

Place of Death (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Place of Death

Language (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Language of 

the Person

Field of Activity (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Field of Activity of the 

Person

Dates (FRBR 4.6.2, FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Date 

Associated with the Person

Title (FRBR 4.6.3, FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Title of the 

Person

Place of Birth (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Place of Birth

Country (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Country 

Associated with the Person

Place of Residence (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Place of Residence

Variant Name for the Person
Covered in:

Preferred Name for the Person
Covered in:

Name (FRBR 4.6.1, FRAD 3.4)
RDA Element: Name of the 

Person

Date of Death
Covered in:

Date of Birth
Covered in:

Period of Activity
Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Fuller Form of 

Name

Address (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Address of 

the Person

Affiliation (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Affiliation

Profession/Occupation (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Profession or Occupation

Biography/History (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Biographical Information

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 3.4) 
RDA Element: Identifier for the 

Person

Gender (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Gender

RDA Vocabulary: Gender 
DC Equivalent: 

Fem
ale

M
ale

N
ot K

now
n
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FAMILY

Variant Name for the Person
Covered in:

Preferred Name for the Family
Covered in:

Name (FRAD 3.4)
RDA Element: Name of the 

Family

Type  (FRAD 4.2)
RDA Element: Type of Family

Dates (FRAD 4.2)
RDA Element: Date 

Associated with the Family

Place  (FRAD 4.2)
RDA Element: Place 

Associated with the Family
—

RDA Element: Prominent 
Member of the Family

—
RDA Element: Hereditary Title

History (FRAD 4.2)
RDA Element: Family History

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 3.4) 
RDA Element: Identifier for the 

Family

CORPORATE BODY

Language  (FRAD 4.3)
RDA Element: Language of 

the Corporate Body

Address  (FRAD 4.3)
RDA Element: Address of 

the Corporate Body

History  (FRAD 4.3)
RDA Element: Corporate 

History

Other Designation  (FRAD 4.3)
RDA Element: Other Designation 

Associated with the Corporate Body

Field of Activity  (FRAD 4.3)
RDA Element: Field of Activity of the 

Corporate Body

Preferred Name for the Corporate Body
Covered in:

Name (FRBR 4.7.1, FRAD 3.4)
RDA Element: Name of the 

Corporate Body

Variant Name for the Corporate Body
Covered in:

Place  (FRAD 4.3)
RDA Element: Place Associated with 

the Corporate Body Location of Conference, etc.
Covered in:

Location of Headquarters
Covered in:

Date  (FRAD 4.3)
RDA Element: Date Associated with 

the Corporate Body

Date of Establishment
Covered in:

Date of Conference, etc.
Covered in:

Date of Termination
Covered in:

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 3.4) 
RDA Element: Identifier for the 

Corporate Body

—
RDA Element: Associated 

Institution

ISO
 639-2

ISO 639-2

Note for Source Consulted: In current practice this 
element is treated as an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Source Consulted

Note for Source Consulted: In current practice this 
element is treated as an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Source Consulted

Note for Source Consulted: In current practice this 
element is treated as an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of 
Identification 
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of Identification: 
In current practice this element is 
treated as an attribute of 
CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT 
(see page 8.)

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of 
Identification
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of Identification: 
In current practice this element is 
treated as an attribute of 
CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT 
(see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of 
Identification
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of 
Identification: In current practice
this element is treated as an 
attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Undifferentiated Name Indicator

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification

—
RDA Element: 

Undifferentiated 
Name Indicator

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification
—

RDA Element: Source Consulted

—
RDA Element: Undifferentiated Name 

Indicator

Note on Scope of Usage of Name 
(FRAD 4.14) Covered in:

Note on Date of Usage of Name
(FRAD 4.12)   Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Note

Element SubType

Element SubType

Note on Scope of Usage of Name 
(FRAD 4.14) Covered in:

Note on Date of Usage of Name
(FRAD 4.12)   Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Note

Element SubType

Element SubType

Note on Scope of Usage of Name 
(FRAD 4.14) Covered in:

Note on Date of Usage of Name
(FRAD 4.12)   Covered in:

—
RDA Element: Note

Element SubType

Cataloguer’s Note
Covered in:

Element SubType

Cataloguer’s Note
Covered in:

Element SubType

Cataloguer’s Note
Covered in:

Type of Corporate Body  
(FRAD 4.3)



TITLE

Type

Language

NAME
FRAD Entity

Type
FRAD

Dates of Usage
(FRAD 4.14)

(Covered Under Name: Note on Date of Usage of Name for 
PERSON, FAMILY, CORPORATE BODY)

Script
FRAD

Transliteration Scheme
FRAD

Scope of Usage
(FRAD 4.12)

(Covered Under Name: Note on Scope of Usage of Name for 
PERSON, FAMILY, CORPORATE BODY)

Language
FRAD

IDENTIFIER
FRAD Entity

Type
FRAD 

String
FRAD

Suffix
FRAD 
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Note for Type, Transliteration Scheme, Script, Language, and Type: RDA 
version 1.0 does not cover these attributes. To ensure taxonomic 
completeness, diagram includes each. As RDA is extended, these attributes 
may be addressed as “data about data”. In this event, diagram will be revised 
to include RDA equivalents.



CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT

FRAD Entity

Type
FRAD

Language of Base Access Point
(FRAD 4.14)

Script of Cataloguing
(FRAD 4.14)

Source
(FRAD 4.14)

(Covered Under Source Consulted for WORK, EXPRESSION, PERSON, 
FAMILY, CORPORATE BODY, CONCEPT, OBJECT, EVENT, PLACE, and 

Certain Relationships. For relationships, see page 19)

Undifferentiated Access Point
(FRAD 4.14)

(Covered under Undifferentiated Name Indicator for PERSON, FAMILY, CORPORATE 
BODY)

Script of Base Access Point 
(FRAD 4.14)

Language of Cataloguing
(FRAD 4.14)

Addition
(FRAD 4.14)

Base Access Point
(FRAD 4.14)

Transliteration Scheme of Base 
Access Point

(FRAD 4.14)

Translation Scheme of 
Cataloguing

(FRAD 4.14)

Designated Usage
(FRAD 4.14)

RULES
FRAD Entity

Citation
FRAD

Identifier
FRAD
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AGENCY
FRAD Entity

Name
FRAD

Identifier
FRAD

Location
FRAD

Status
(FRAD 4.14)

(Covered under Status of Identification for 
WORK, EXPRESSION, PERSON, FAMILY, 
CORPORATE BODY, CONCEPT, OBJECT, 
EVENT, PLACE, and Certain Relationships. 

For relationships, see page 19)

Note for Type, Designated Usage, Language of Base Access Point, Language of Cataloguing, Script of Base Access Point, 
Script of Cataloging, Transliteration Scheme of Base Access Point, Transliteration Scheme of Cataloging, Base Access 
Point, and Addition: RDA version 1.0 does not cover these attributes. To ensure taxonomic completeness, diagram includes each. 
As RDA is extended, these attributes may be addressed as “data about data”. In this event, diagram will be revised to include RDA 
equivalents.

Note for CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT: In RDA Controlled Access Point is treated as a construct (i.e., an assemblage of elements), not as an element per se.

Note for Designated Usage: In RDA, Designated Usage is covered under the element sub-types:
* Preferred Name and Variant Name for PERSON, FAMILY, CORPORATE BODY, OBJECT, 

EVENT, and PLACE.
* Preferred Title and Variant Title for WORK.
* Preferred Term and Variant Term for CONCEPT.



Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

Element SubType

CONCEPT

Term (FRBR 4.8.1, FRAD 3.4)
RDA Element: Term for the 

Concept

Type (FRAD 4.8)
RDA Element: Type of 

Concept

Variant Term for the Concept
Covered in:

Preferred Term for the Concept
Covered in:

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 3.4) 
RDA Element: Identifier for the 

Concept

OBJECT

Term (FRBR 4.9.1, FRAD 3.4)
RDA Element: Term for the 

Object

Producer/ Fabricator
(FRAD 4.9)

RDA Element: Producer/Fabricator

Date of Production
(FRAD 4.9)

RDA Element: Date of Production

Physical Medium
(FRAD 4.9)

RDA Element: Physical Medium

Place of Production
(FRAD 4.9)

RDA Element: Place of Production

Variant Name for the Object
Covered in:

Preferred Name for the Object
Covered in:

Type (FRAD 4.9)
RDA Element: Type of 

Object

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 3.4) 
RDA Element: Identifier for the 

Object

EVENT
Date (FRAD 4.1)

RDA Element: Date 
Associated with the Event

Place (FRAD 4.1)
RDA Element: Place 

Associated with the Event

Variant Name for the Event
Covered in:

Preferred Name for the Event
Covered in:

Term (FRBR 4.10.1, FRAD 3.4)
RDA Element: Term for the 

Event

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 3.4) 
RDA Element: Identifier for the 

Object

PLACE

Term (FRBR 4.11.1, FRAD 3.4)
RDA Element: Term for the Place

Coordinates (FRAD 4.10)
RDA Element: Coordinates

Other Geographical Information (FRAD 4.10)
RDA Element: Other Geographical Information

Variant Name for the Place
Covered in:

Preferred Name for the Place
Covered in:

Assigned Identifier (FRAD 3.4) 
RDA Element: Identifier for the Place
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—
RDA Element: Source Consulted

Note for Source Consulted: In current practice this 
element is treated as an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Source Consulted

Note for Source Consulted: In current practice this 
element is treated as an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Source Consulted

Note for Source Consulted: In current practice  this 
element is treated as an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

Note for Source Consulted: In current practice this 
element is treated as an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of 
Identification 
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of Identification: 
In current practice this element is 
treated as an attribute of 
CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT 
(see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of 
Identification
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of 
Identification: In current 
practice this element is treated as 
an attribute of CONTROLLED 
ACCESS POINT (see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of 
Identification
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of Identification: 
In current practice this element is 
treated as an attribute of 
CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT 
(see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Status of 

Identification

Note: At present, the following terms carry these 
footnotes:

Memorandum: For a fully established access 
point that has not been used in a resource 
description.
Provisional: For an access point that cannot 
be formulated satisfactorily because of 
inadequate information.
Preliminary: For an access point taken from a 
bibliographic description without the resource 
described in hand.

RDA Vocabulary: 
Status of Identier 
DC Equivalent: 

Fully Established

M
em

orandum

Provisional

Prelim
inary

Note for Status of Identifier: In 
current practice this element is 
treated as an attribute of 
CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT 
(see page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Source Consulted

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s Note

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s Note

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s Note

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s Note

Note for CONCEPT, OBJECT, and EVENT: RDA version 1.0 does not cover these entities. To ensure taxonomic 
completeness, diagram includes exemplary versions of these entities and RDA elements discussed to date.  As RDA is 
extended, diagram will be revised to include complete details of these entities as included within the RDA object model.

Note for Coordinates: RDA version 1.0 does not cover this 
attribute. To ensure taxonomic completeness, diagram 
includes is.  As RDA is extended, diagram will be revised to 
include complete details of this attribute as included within 
the RDA object model.

Note for Other Geographical Information: RDA version 1.0 does not 
cover this attribute. To ensure taxonomic completeness, diagram 
includes is.  As RDA is extended, diagram will be revised to include 
complete details of this attribute as included within the RDA object model.
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WORK

EXPRESSION

MANIFESTATION

ITEM

Is Realized Through
(FRBR 5.2.1)

RDA Element: 
Expression of Work

Is a Realization of
(FRBR 5.2.1)

RDA Element: Work 
Expressed

Is Embodied In
(FRBR 5.2.1)

RDA Element: 
Manifestation of 

Expression

Embodies
(FRBR 5.2.1)

RDA Element: 
Expression 
Manifested

Exemplifies (FRBR 5.2.1)
RDA Element: Manifestation 

Exemplified

Is Exemplified By (FRBR 5.2.1)
RDA Element: Item of Manifestation

Is Embodied In (FRBR 5.2.1)
RDA Element: Manifestation of Work

Embodies (FRBR 5.2.1)
RDA Element: Work Manifested
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WORK

EXPRESSION

MANIFESTATION

ITEM

—
RDA Element: Other Person, Family, or 

Corporate Body Associated with a Work

Created By (FRBR 5.2.2)
RDA Element: Creator

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 
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Artist

Architect

Author

Cartographer

Choreographer

Compiler

Composer

Filmmaker

Interviewer

Note: Each term has a corresponding statement, and some have possible children. They are as follows:
Architect: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating an architectural design, including a 

pictorial representation intended to show how a building, etc., will look when completed. Possible 
Children:

Landscape Architect: An architect responsible for creating landscape works.
Artist: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a work by conceiving and often 

implementing, an original graphic design, drawing, painting, etc. Possible Children:
Sculptor: An artist responsible for creating a three-dimensional work by modeling, carving, or similar 

technique.
Author: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a work that is primarily textual in 

content, regardless of media type (e.g., printed text, spoken word, electronic text, tactile text) or genre 
(e.g., poems, novels, screenplays, blogs).  Use also for persons, etc., creating a new work by 
paraphrasing, rewriting, or adapting works by another creator such that the modification has substantially 
changed the nature and content of the original or changed the medium of expression. Possible Children:

Librettist: An author of a libretto of an opera or other stage work, or an oratorio.
Lyricist: An author of the words of a non-dramatic musical work, except for oratorios.
Screenwriter: An author of a screenplay, script, or scene.

Cartographer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a map, atlas, globe, or other 
cartographic work.

Choreographer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a work of movement.
Compiler: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a work through the act of 

compilation, e.g., selecting, arranging, aggregating, and editing content.  For a compiler as a contributor, 
see Editor of compilation, I.2.1.

Composer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a musical work.  Use also for 
persons, etc., adapting another musical work to form a distinct alteration (e.g., free transcription), 
paraphrasing a work or creating a work in the general style of another composer, or creating a work that is 
based on the music of another composer (e.g., variations on a theme).

Designer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a design for an object.
Enacting Jurisdiction: A jurisdiction enacting a law, regulation, constitution, court rule, etc.
Filmmaker: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating an independent or personal film.  A 

filmmaker is individually responsible for the conception, and execution of all aspects of the film.
Interviewer: TDB.
Interviewee: TBD.
Inventor: A person, family or corporate body responsible for creating a new device or process.
Photographer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a photographic work.
Praeses: A person who is the faculty moderator of an academic disputation, normally proposing a thesis 

and particiapting in the ensuing disputation, but having only indirect association with the content of the 
thesis.

Programmer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for creating a computer program.
Respondent: A candidate for a degree who defends or opposes a theses provided by the praeses in an 

academic disputation. Also called a defendant.

Note for: 
RDA Relationship Designators for: Creator of a 
Work
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Addressee

Dedicatee

Degree Granting Institution

Film Director

Honouree

Host Institution

Issuing Body

Judge

Sponsoring Body

Addressee: A person, family, or corporate body to whom the correspondence in the work is addressed.
Appellant: A person or corporate body who appeals a lower court’s decision.
Appellee: A person or corporate body against whom an appeal is taken.
Court Governed: A court governed by court rules (regardless of their official nature, e.g., laws, 

administrative regularions)
Dedicatee: A person, family, or corporate body the work is dedicated to.
Defendant: A person or corporate body who is accused in a criminal proceeding or sued in a civil 

proceeding.
Degree Granting Institution: A corporate body granting an academic degree, based in part on the 

submission of a thesis, dissertation, etc.
Director of Photography: A person, family, or corporate body that captures images, either electronically 

or on film or video stock, and often selects and arranges the lighting. The director of photography for a 
movie is also called the chief cinematographer. Use this designation also for videographers.

Film Director: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for the general management and 
supervision of a filmed performance.

Film Producer: A person, family, or corporate body taking responsibility for most of the business aspects 
of a film.  The producer is generally responsible for raising funding, management of the production, 
hiring key personnel, arranging for distributors, assuring the commercial success, etc.

Honouree: A person, family, or corporate body honoured by a work, e.g., the honouree of a festschrift.
Host Institution: A corporate body hosting an event, exhibit, conference, etc., which gave rise to the work, 

but having little or no responsibility for the content of the work.
Issuing Body: A person, family or corporate body issuing the work, such as an official organ of the body.
Judge: A person who hears and decides on legal matters in court.
Jurisdiction Governed: A jurisdiction governed by a law, regulation, etc. that was enacted by another 

jurisdiction.
Plaintiff: A person or corporate body who brings a suit in a civil proceeding.
Production Company: A corporate body that is responsible for financial, technical, and organizational 

management of a production for stage, screen, sound recording, television, webcast, etc.
Radio Director: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for the general management and 

supervision of a radio program.
Radio Producer: A person, family, or corporate body taking responsibility for most of the business 

aspects of a radio program. The producer is generally responsible for raising funding, management of 
the production, hiring key personnel, arranging for distributors, assuring the commercial success, etc.

Sponsoring Body: A person, family, or corporate body sponsoring some aspect of the work, e.g., funding 
research, sponsoring an event.

Television Director: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for the general management and 
supervision of a television program.

Television Producer: A person, family, or corporate body taking responsibility for most of the business 
aspects of a television program. The producer is generally responsible for raising funding, management 
of production, hiring key personnel, arranging for distributors, assuring commercial success, etc. 

Note for: 
RDA Relationship Designators for: Other Person, Family, or Corporate Body Associated with a 
Work

Realized By (FRBR 5.2.2)
RDA Element: Contributor 
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Interviewer (Expression)

Composer of Music for Sound Film

Composer of Music for Silent Film

Composer of Additional Music

Choreographer of Additional Dance

Art Director

Arranger of Music

Animator

Abridger

Musical Director

Performer
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Surveyor

Transcriber

Translator

Writer of Added Text
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Abridger: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by shortening or condensing the original work but leaving the nature and content of 
the original work substantially unchanged.  For substantial modifications that result in the creation of a new work, see Author, I.1.1.1.

Animator: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a moving image work or computer program by giving apparent movement to inanimate 
objects or drawings. For the creator of the drawings that are animated, see Artist, I.1.1.1.

Arranger of Music: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a musical work by rewriting the composition for a medium of performance different 
from that for which the work was originally intended, modifying the work for the same medium of performance, etc., such that the musical substance of the original 
composer remains essentially unchanged.  For extensive modification that effectively results in the creation of a new musical work, see Composer, I.1.1.1.

Art Director: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for overseeing the artists and craftspeople who build the sets for moving image productions.
Choreographer of Additional Dance: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work of movement by providing additional dance sequences 

that supplement the work of the original choreographer.
Choreographer of Dance Components of Non-choreographic Works: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for contributing choreography that is 

incorporated into an expression of a work that does not consist primarily of dance or other choreographed movements, such as the choreographer of dance sequences 
in a primarily dramatic film.

Composer of Additional Music: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a musical work by composing accompaniments or additional parts 
(e.g., vocal/instrumental parts, musical numbers) that supplement the music written by the original composer.

Composer of Music for Silent Film: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for contributing compositions to accompany the presentation of a moving image 
work produced in the silent film era and recorded without a synchronized, integrated soundtrack. These musical works may be originally written for the moving image or 
may consist of or incorporate pre-existing works in a manner that is intended to complement the moving image.

Composer of Music for Sound Film: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for contributing compositions that form part of the presentation of a moving image 
work recorded with a  synchronized, integrated soundtrack. These musical works may be originally written for the moving image or be pre-existing works that are 
incorporated into the moving image soundtrack.

Composer of Incidental Music: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by composing music for a pre-existing, usually textual, work.
Court Reporter: The person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by preparing a court’s opinions for publication.
Costume Designer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for designing the costumes for a moving image production or for a musical or dramatic presentation 

or entertainment.
Draftsman: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by an architect, inventor, etc., by making detailed plans or drawings for buildings, 

ships, aircraft, machines, objects, etc.
Editor: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by revising or elucidating the content, e.g., adding an introduction, notes, or other 

critical matter.  An editor may also prepare an expression of a work for production, publication, or distribution.   For major revisions, adaptations, etc., that substantially 
change the nature and content of the original work, resulting in a new work, see Author, I.1.1.1.

Editor of Compilation: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to a collective or aggregate work by selecting and putting together the works, or parts of works, by 
one or more creators.  For compilations that result in original works, see Compiler, I.1.1.1.

Editor of Moving Image Work: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for assembling, arranging, and trimming film, video, or other moving image formats, 
including both visual and audio aspects.

Illustrator: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by supplementing the primary content with drawings, diagrams, photographs, etc.  
If the work is primarily the artistic content created by this entity, see Artist, I.1.1.1.

Interviewee (Expression): A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by responding to an interviewer, usually a reporter, pollster, or 
some other information gathering agent.

Interviewer (Expression): A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by acting as an interviewer, reporter, pollster, or some other 
information gathering agent.

Musical Director: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for coordinating the work of the composer, the sound editor, and sound mixers for a moving image 
production or for a musical or dramatic presentation or entertainment.

Performer: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by performing music, acting, dancing, speaking, etc., often in a musical or dramatic 
presentation, etc. Possible Children:

Actor: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by acting as a cast member or player in a musical or dramatic presentation, etc.
Commentator: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by providing interpretation, analysis, or a discussion of the subject matter on a recording, 

film, or other audiovisual medium.
Conductor: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a musical work by leading a performing group (orchestra, chorus, opera, etc.) in a musical or dramatic 

presentation, etc.
Dancer: A type of performer that contributes to an expression of a work by dancing in a musical, dramatic, etc., presentation.
Host: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by leading a program (often broadcast) that includes other guests, performers, etc. (e.g., talk show 

host).
Instrumentalist: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by playing a musical instrument.
Moderator: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by leading a program (often broadcast) where topics are discussed, usually with participation of 

experts in fields related to the discussion.
Narrator: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by reading or speaking in order to give an account of an act, occurrence, course of events, etc.
On-Screen Presenter: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by appearing on screen in nonfiction moving image materials or introductions to 

fiction moving image materials to provide contextual or background information. Use when a more specific term (e.g., narrator or host) is either not applicable or not 
desired.

Panelist: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by participating in a program (often broadcast) where topics are discussed, usually with 
participation of experts in fields related to the discussion.

Puppeteer: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by manipulating, controlling, or directing puppets or marionettes in a moving image production 
or a musical or dramatic presentation or entertainment.

Singer: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by using his/her/their voice, with or without instrumental accompaniment, to produce music. A 
singer’s performance may or may not include actual words.

Speaker: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by speaking words, such as a lecture, speech, etc.
Storyteller: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by relaying a creator’s original story with dramatic or theatrical interpretation.
Teacher: A type of performer contributing to an expression of a work by giving instruction or providing a demonstration.

Presenter: A person, family, or corporate body mentioned in an “X presents” credit for moving image materials and who is probably associated with production, finance, or 
distribution in some way. In the early years of film production, this was often used as a vanity credit.

Production Designer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for designing the overall visual appearance of a moving image production.
Recording Engineer: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by supervising the technical aspects of a sound or video recording 

session.
Recordist: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by using a recording device to capture sound and/or video during a recording 

session, including field recordings of natural sounds, folkloric events, music, etc.
Stage Director: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a stage work through the general management and supervision of a performance.
Surveyor: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a cartographic work by providing measurements or dimensional relationships for the 

geographic area represented.
Transcriber: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by changing it from one system of notation to another. For a work transcribed for 

a different instrument or performing group, see Arranger of music, I.2.1.1.
Translator: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by rendering one language into another, or from an older form of a language into 

the modern form, that more or less closely follows the original text of the work.
Writer of Added Text: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a primarily non-textual work by providing text for the non-textual work of 

another creator (e.g., writing captions for photographs, descriptions of maps). Possible Children:
Writer of Added Lyrics: A writer of words added to an expression of a musical work.  For lyric writing in collaboration with a composer to form an original work, see 

Lyricist, I.1.1.1.
Writer of Added Commentary: A person, family, or corporate body contributing to an expression of a work by providing an interpretation or critical explanation of the 

original work.

Note for: 
RDA Relationship Designators for: Contributor to an Expression
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Produced By (FRBR 5.2.2)
RDA Element: Producer 

Produced By (FRBR 5.2.2)
RDA Element: Distributor 

Produced By (FRBR 5.2.2)
RDA Element: Publisher 

Produced By (FRBR 5.2.2)
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Printmaker

Printer

Lithographer

Platemaker

Etcher

Engraver

Collotyper

Book Designer

Braille Embosser

Caster Associated With

Owned By (FRBR 5.2.2)
RDA Element: Custodian

Owned By (FRBR 5.2.2)
RDA Element: Owner

—
RDA Element: Other Person, Family, or 

Corporate Body Associated with an Item

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

Associated With

Designer

Enacting Jurisdiction

Interviewee

Inventor

Photographer

Praeses

Programmer

Respondent

Note for Relationship Designators: Relationship designators as shown in this diagram are drafts. JSC is currently reviewing them. Terms as shown are subject to change.

Appellant

Appellee

Court Governed

Defendant

Director of Photography

Film Producer

Jurisdiction Governed

Plaintiff

Production Company

Radio Director

Radio Producer

Television Producer

Television Director

Associated with

Choreographer of Dance Components of Non-choreographic Works

Interviewee (Expression)

Illustrator

Editor of Compilation

Editor

Draftsman

Costume Designer

Court Reporter

Composer of Incidental Music

Editor of Moving Image Work

Recordist

Recording Engineer

Production Designer

Presenter

Writer of Added Commentary

Note for: 
RDA Relationship Designators for:
ManufacturerBook Designer: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for the entire graphic design of a book, including arrangement of type and 

illustration, choice of materials, and process used.
Braille Embosser: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation by embossing Braille cells using a stylus, 

special embossing printer, or other device.
Caster: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation by pouring a liquid or molten substance into a mold and 

leaving it to solidify to take the shape of the mold.
Collotyper: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation of photographic prints from film or other colloid that has 

ink-receptive and ink-repellent surfaces.
Engraver: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation by cutting letters, figures, etc., on a surface such as a 

wooden or metal plate used for printing.
Etcher: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation by subjecting metal, glass, or some other surface used for 

printing, to acid or another corrosive substance.
Lithographer: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation by preparing a stone or plate for lithographic 

printing, including a graphic artist creating a design directly on the surface from which printing will be done.
Platemaker: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation by preparing plates used in the production of printed 

images and/or text.
Printer: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation of printed text, notated music, etc., from type or plates, 

such as a book, newspaper, magazine, broadside, score, etc.
Printmaker: A person, family, or corporate body involved in producing a manifestation by making a relief, intaglio, or planographic printing 

surface.

RDA Relationship 
Designators for: Publishers 
DC Equivalent: 

RDA Relationship 
Designators for: Distributors
DC Equivalent: Broadcaster
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Note for: 
RDA Relationship Designators for: Publisher of a Manifestation

Broadcaster: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for broadcasting a manifestation to an audience via radio, television, webcast, etc.

Film Distributor: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for distributing a moving image manifestation to theatres or other 
distribution channels.

Note for: 
RDA Relationship Designators for: Distributor of a Manifestation

RDA Relationship Designators 
for: Owner of an Item
DC Equivalent: 

Former Owner

Current Owner

Note for: 
RDA Relationship Designators for: Owner of an 
Item

Current Owner: A person, family, or corporate body currently 
having legal possession of an item (i.e., a specific copy or 
instance of a resource). Possible Children:

Depositor: A current owner of an item who deposited the 
item into the custody of another person, family, or 
corporate body, while still retaining ownership.

Former Owner: A person, family, or corporate body formerly 
having legal possession of an item (i.e., a specific copy or 
instance of a resource). Possible Children:

Donor: A former owner of an item who donated that item to 
the another owner.

Seller: A former owner of an item who sold that item to 
another owner.
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Autographer: A person whose manuscript signature appears on an 
item.

Annotator: A person who makes manuscript annotations on a specific 
item.

Binder: A person who binds a specific item.
Curator: A person, family, or corporate body conceiving, aggregating, 

and/or organizing an exhibition, collection, or other item. Possible 
Children: 

Collection Registrar: A type of curator who lists or inventories the 
items in an aggregate work such as a collection of items or 
works.

Collector: A type of curator who brings together material from 
various sources that are then arranged, described, and 
cataloged as a collection.

Dedicatee of Item:  A person, family, or corporate body to whom an 
item is dedicated.

Honouree of Item:  A person, family, or corporate body honoured by 
an item, e.g., a person to whom copy is presented.

Illuminator: A person providing decoration to a specific item using 
precious metals or color, often with elaborate designs and motifs.

Inscriber: A person whose manuscript notes appear on an item.
Restorationist: A person, family, or corporate body responsible for the 

set of technical, editorial and intellectual procedures aimed at 
compensating for the degradation of an artifact, such as bringing it 
back to a state as close as possible to its original condition.

Note for: 
RDA Relationship Designators for: Other Person, Family, 
or Corporate Body Associated with an Item
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Note for Has As Subject: Relationship operates between Work and all Group 1, 2, and 3 Entities. 
RDA version 1.0 does not cover “Has As Subject” relationships. To ensure taxonomic completeness, 
diagram includes “Has Subject” relationship between Work and all Group 1, 2, and 3 Entities.

CONCEPT
Group 3 Entity

PLACE
Group 3 Entity

OBJECT
Group 3 Entity

EVENT
Group 3 Entity

WORK
Group 1 Entity

ITEM
Group 1 Entity

EXPRESSION
Group 1 Entity

MANIFESTATION
Group 1 Entity

PERSON
Group 2 Entity

CORPORATE BODY
Group 2 Entity

FAMILY
FRAD Entity

Ha
s 
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ct Has As Subject



RDA Relationship Designators 
for: Sequential: Preceded By
DC Equivalent: 

RDA Relationship Designators for:
Descriptive Works: Description Of 
DC Equivalent: 

Commentary on (work)

Analysis of (work)

RDA Relationship Designators 
for: Derivative Works: Based 
On
DC Equivalent: 

ER Diagram for RDA Taxonomy                                                                                                   Relationship Definitions: Relationships between WORKs, EXPRESSIONs, MANIFESTATIONs, and ITEMs

Prepared for ALA by IMT                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Version 2.2               6/24/2008                                                                  page 13 of 15
Proprietary and Confidential                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               © 2008

WORKWORK

— (FRBR 5.3.1) 
RDA Element: Related 

Work 

Note for Source Consulted: In current 
practice this element is treated as an attribute 
of CONTROLLED ACCESS POINT (see 
page 8.)

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

Abridgement of (work)

Abstract of (work)

Adaptation of (work)

Choreography for (work)

Digest of (work)

Expanded Version of (work)

Free Translation of (work)

Imitation of (work)

Libretto based on (work)

Musical Arrangement of (work)

Musical Setting of (work)

Paraphrase of (work)

Remake of (work)

Summary of (work)

Musical Variations Based on (work)

RDA Relationship Designators for:
Derivative Works: Derivative Work
DC Equivalent: 

Abridged as (work)

Abstract (work)

Adapted as (work)

Basis for Libretto (work)

Choreography (work)

Digest (work)

Expanded as (work)

Freely Translated as (work)

Imitated as (work)

Musical Setting (work)

Musical Variations (work)

Paraphrased as (work)

Remade as (work)

Summary (work)

Critique of (work)

Evaluation of (work)

Review of (work)

RDA Relationship Designators for:
Descriptive Works: Described In
DC Equivalent: 

Commentary in (work)

Analyzed in (work)

Critiqued in (work)

Evaluated in (work)

Review in (work)

RDA Relationship Designators for:
Whole-Part: Contained In
DC Equivalent: 

Libretto for (work)

Cadenza Composed of (work)

Originally Issued in Series (work)

In Series (work)

Subseries of (work)

RDA Relationship Designators for:
Whole-Part: Contains
DC Equivalent: 

Has Libretto (work)

Has Cadenza (work)

Has Subseries (work)

RDA Relationship Designators for:
Accompanying: Augmented By
DC Equivalent: 

Finding Aid  (work)

Has Addenda (work)

Has Appendix (work)

Has Catalogue (work)

Has Concordance (work)

Has Errata (work)

Has Guide (work)

Has Index (work)

Has Supplement (work)

RDA Relationship Designators for:
Accompanying: Augmentation Of
DC Equivalent: 

Addenda to  (work)

Appendix to (work)

Catalogue of (work)

Concordance to (work)

Errata to (work)

Finding Aid for (work)

Guide to (work)

Illustrations for (work)

Index to (work)

Supplement to (work)

RDA Relationship Designators for:
Accompanying: Complemented By 
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Notes for Relationship Designators:
    * Relationship designators as shown in this diagram are drafts. JSC is currently reviewing them. Terms as shown are subject to change.
    * Bold terms in shared vocabularies indicate terms unique to usage of the vocabulary with this entity.
    * See Note for statements associated with each term.
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Note: Each term has a corresponding statement, and some have possible children. They are as follows:
Derivative Works

Based on: A work used as the source for a derivative entity.
Abridgement of (work): A work that has been abridged, i.e., shortened without changing the general meaning or manner of presentation of the source work.
Abstract of (work): A work that has been abstracted, i.e., abbreviated in a brief, objective manner.
Adaptation of (work): A work that has been modified for a purpose, use, or medium other than that for which it was originally intended. Possible Children:

Dramatization of (work): A work that has been adapted as a drama.
Motion Picture Adaptation of (work): A work that has been adapted as a motion picture
Novelization of (work): A work that has been adapted as a novel.
Radio Adaptation of (work): A work that has been adapted as a radio program
Radio Script based on (work): A work that has been adapted as the script for a radio program
Screenplay based on (work): A work that has been adapted as the screenplay for a motion picture, television program, or video.
Television Adaptation of (work): A work that has been adapted as a television program.
Verse Adaptation of (work): A work that has been adapted as a literary composition in verse form.
Video Adaptation of (work): A work that has been adapted for video.

Choreography for (work): A work used as the basis for a work comprising dance.
Digest of (work): A work that has been digested, i.e., systematically, comprehensively condensed.
Expanded Version of (work): A work used as the basis for a work that expands the content of the source work.
Free Translation of (work): A work that has been translated freely, preserving the spirit of the original, but not its linguistic details.
Imitation of (work): A work whose style is copied in a derivative work.

Parody of (work): An expression of a work whose style is imitated for comic effect.
Libretto based on (work): A work used as the basis for the text of an opera or other work for the musical stage.
Musical Arrangement of (work): A work that has been rewritten for a medium of performance different from that for which the work was originally intended.
Musical Setting of (work): A work that provides the text for a musical work.
Musical Variations based on (work): A musical work used as the theme for a series of modifications.
Paraphrase of (work): A work used as the basis for a paraphrase, i.e., a restating of the content of the source work in a different form.
Remake of (work): A motion picture used as the basis for a new motion picture created by different persons and corporate bodies.
Summary of (work): A work used as the basis for a brief recapitulation of its content.

Derivative Work: A work that is a modification of a source entity.
Abridged as (work): A work that shortens the source work without changing the general meaning or manner of presentation.
Abstract (work): A work that abbreviated the source work in a brief, objective manner.
Adapted as (work): A work that modifies the source work for a purpose, use, or medium other than that for which it was originally intended.

Dramatized as (work): A work that adapts the source work as a drama.
Novelization (work): A work that adapts the source work as a novel.
Screenplay for the Motion Picture (work): A work that adapts the source work as the screenplay for a motion picture work.
Screenplay for the Television Program (work): A work that adapts the source work as the screenplay for a television program.
Screenplay for the Video (work): A work that adapts the source work as the screenplay for a video work.
Script for the Radio Program (work): A work that adapts the source work as the script for a radio program.
Verse Adaptation (work): A work that adapts the source work as a literary composition in verse form.

Basis for Libretto (work): A work that comprises the text of an opera or other work for the musical stage based on the source work.
Choreography (work): A work comprising dance based on the source work.
Digest (work): A work that systematically, comprehensively condenses the source work.
Expanded as (work): A work that expands the content of the source work.
Freely Translated as (work): A work that created by freely rendering the source work into another language, preserving the spirit of the original, but not its linguistic details.
Imitated as (work): A work that copies the style of the source work.

Parody of (work): An expression of a work whose style is imitated for comic effect.
Musical Setting (work): A musical work that uses the text for the source work.
Musical Variations (work): A musical work that comprises a series of modifications of the same theme.
Paraphrased as (work): A work that restates the content of the source work in a different form.
Remade as (work): A new motion picture based on an earlier motion picture.
Summary (work): A work that comprises a brief recapitulation of the content of the source work.

Descriptive Works
Description of (work): A work described by a describing entity.

Analysis of (work): A work that has been examined to identify its components and their relations.
Commentary on (work): A work used as the basis for a set of explanatory or critical notes.
Critique of (work): A work used as the basis for a critical evaluation.
Evaluation of (work): A work that is examined or judged.
Review of (work): A work used as the basis for a summative evaluation.

Described in (work): A work that describes a described entity.
Analyzed in (work): A work that examines the source work to identify its components and their relations.
Commentary in (work): A work that contains a set of explanatory or critical notes on the described entity.
Critiqued in (work): A work that contains a critical evaluation of the described entity.
Evaluated in (work): A work that examines or judges the source work.
Review in (work): A work contains a summative evaluation of the described work.

Whole-Part
Contained in (work): A larger work of which a part is a discrete component

Cadenza Composed for (work): A musical work such as a concerto that contains an ornamental passage for a soloist, either by the composer of the larger work or by another composer.
Libretto for (work): A musical work such as an opera or other work for the musical stage concerto that contains a vocal text.
Originally Issued in Series (work): A work in which the part was formerly issued; an earlier version of the part bore the title of the larger work.
In Series (work): A work in which the part has been issued; the part bears the title of the larger work.
Subseries of (work): A work in which the part consistently appears; all issues or parts of the subseries bear the title of the larger work.

Contains (work): A work that is a discrete component of a larger work
Has Cadenza (work): A musical work comprising an ornamental passage for a soloist, added to a musical work such as a concerto, either by the composer of the larger work or by another composer.
Has Libretto (work): A work comprising the text of an opera or other work for the musical stage.
Has Subseries (work): A serial or multipart work that consistently appears in a larger work; all issues or parts of the subseries bear the title of the larger work.Accompanying

Accompanying
Augmented by (work): A work that adds to the content of a predominant entity.

Finding Aid (work): A work that provides a guide to the organization, arrangement, and contents of an archival collection.
Has Addenda (work): A work that consists of brief additional material, less extensive than a supplement, which is essential to the completeness of the text of the work and is usually added to the end of the content, but may also be 

issued separately.
Has Appendix (work): A work that forms a complementary part of a written work which is not essential to the completeness of the content, such as a list of references, statistical tables, and explanatory matter; may be material which 

comes at the end of the content of the work, or may be issued separately.
Has Catalogue (work): A work used as the basis for a catalogue, i.e., a complete enumeration of items arranged systematically.
Has Concordance (work): A work that comprises an index of all the words in the predominant work.
Has Errata (work): A work consisting of errors discovered after the publication of the predominant work, with their corrections.
Has Guide (work): A work that guides a user through the use of the predominant work, using notes, learning and study aids, exercises, problems, questions and answers, instructor or student materials, etc.
Has Index (work): A work that provides a systematic, alphabetical guide to the contents of the predominant work, usually keyed to page numbers or other reference codes.
Has Supplement (work): A work that updates or otherwise complements the predominant work.

Augmentation of (work): A work whose content is added to by another entity.
Addenda to (work): A work to which is added, usually at the end of the work, but sometimes separately from it, brief additional material, less extensive than a supplement, which is essential to the completeness of the content of the 

work.
Appendix to (work): A work that is complemented by an augmenting work that consists of material that is not essential to the completeness of the content, such as a list of references, statistical tables, and explanatory matter; the 

augmenting work may come at the end of the content, or may be issued separately.
Catalogue of (work): A work that comprises a complete enumeration of items arranged systematically.
Concordance to (work): A work used as the basis for a concordance, i.e. an index of all the words in the predominant work.
Errata to (work): A work that is augmented by a list of errors in the predominant work, discovered after publication, with their corrections.
Finding Aid for (work): An archival collection that is described in a finding aid, i.e., a guide to the organization, arrangement, and contents of the collection.
Guide to (work): A work that is augmented by another work comprising material to help the user of the predominant work, such as notes, learning and study aids, exercises, problems, questions and answers, instructor or student 

materials, etc.
Illustrations for (work): A work comprising pictorial content designed to elucidate or decorate another work.
Index to (work): A work used as the basis for an index, i.e., a systematic, alphabetical guide to the contents of the predominant work, usually keyed to page numbers or other reference codes.
Supplement to (work): A work that is updated or otherwise complemented by the augmenting work.

Complemented by (work): A work paired with another entity without either entity being considered to predominate.
Sequential

Preceded by (work): A work that precedes (e.g., is earlier in time or before in a narrative) the succeeding entity. Do not use for sequentially designated works with revised content; treat those as derivative works.
Absorbed (work): A work that has been incorporated into another work.
Absorbed in Part (work): A work that has been partially incorporated into another work.
Continues (work): A work that continues the content and numbering of an earlier work under a new title.
Continues in Part (work): A work that continues part of the content and numbering of an earlier work under a new title.
Has Prequel: A work whose narrative is extended backwards in time by a later work.
Merger of (work): A work formed by the coming together of two or more works to form the new work.
Separated From (work): A work that is the result of the division of an earlier work into two or more separate works. 
Sequel to: A work whose narrative is continued by a later work.
Supersedes (work): For serials, a work that continues the content, but not the numbering, of an earlier work under a new title. For monographs and integrating resources, a work intended to be used in place of an earlier work, usually 

because it contains updated or new information that makes the earlier work obsolete.
Supersedes in Part (work): For serials, a work that continues part of the content, but not the numbering, of an earlier work under a new title. For monographs and integrating resources, a work intended to be used in part in place of 

an earlier work, usually because it contains updated or new information that makes the earlier work obsolete.
Succeeded by (work): A work that succeeds (e.g., later in time or after in a narrative) the preceding entity. Do not use for sequentially designated works with revised content; treat those as derivative works.

Absorbed by (work): A work that incorporates another work.
Absorbed in Part by (work): A work that partially incorporates another work.
Changed Back to (work): A work that has resumed its earlier title.
Continued by (work): A work whose content and numbering is continued by a later work under a new title.
Continued in Part by (work): A work part of whose content and numbering is continued by a later work under a new title.
Has Sequel: A later work that continues the narrative of an earlier work.
Merged With … To Form … (work): One of two or more works that come together to form a new work.
Prequel to: A later work that extends backwards in time the narrative of an earlier work.
Split into (work): A work that divides into two or more separate works.
Superseded by (work): For serials, a work whose content, but not numbering, is continued by a later work under a new title. For monographs and integrating resources, a later work used in place of the earlier work, usually because 

the later work contains updated or new information that makes the earlier work obsolete.
Superseded in Part by (work): For serials, a work part of whose content, but not numbering, is continued by a later work under a new title. For monographs and integrating resources, a later work used in part in place of the earlier 

work, usually because the later work contains updated or new information that makes the earlier work obsolete.

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators for: Work

Note: Each term has a corresponding statement, and some have possible children. They are as follows:
Derivative Expression

Based on (expression): An expression used as the basis for a derivative entity.
Abridgement of (expression): An expression of a work that has been abridged, i.e., shortened without changing the general meaning or manner 

of presentation of the source work.
Abstract of (expression): An expression of a work that has been abstracted, i.e., abbreviated in a brief, objective manner.
Adaptation of (expression): An expression of a work that modifies the source entity for a purpose, use, or medium other than that for which it was 

originally intended. Possible Children:
Dramatization of (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted as a drama.
Motion Picture Adaptation of (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted as a motion picture.
Novelization of (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted as a novel.
Radio Adaptation of (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted as a radio program.
Radio Script Based on (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted as the script for a radio program.
Screenplay Based on (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted as the screenplay for a motion picture, television program, 

or video.
Television Adaptation of (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted as a television program.
Verse Adaptation of (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted as a literary composition in verse form.
Video Adaptation of (expression): An expression of a work that has been adapted for video.

Choreography for (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a work comprising dance.
Digest of (expression): An expression of a work that has been digested, i.e., systematically, comprehensively condensed.
Expanded Version of (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a work that expands the content of the source work.
Free Translation of (expression): An expression of a work that has been translated freely, preserving the spirit of the original, but not its linguistic 

details.
Imitation of (expression): An expression of a work whose style is copied in a derivative work. Possible Children: 

Parody of (expression): An expression of a work whose style is imitated for comic effect.
Libretto based on (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for the text of an opera or other work for the musical stage.
Musical Arrangement of (expression): An expression of a work that has been rewritten for a medium of performance different from that for which 

the work was originally intended.
Musical Setting of (expression): An expression of a work that provides the text for a musical work.
Musical Variations based on (expression): An expression of a musical work that comprises a series of modifications of the same theme.
Paraphrase of (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a paraphrase, i.e., a restating of the content of the source work in a 

different form.
Remake of (expression): A motion picture used as the basis for a new motion picture created by different persons and corporate bodies.
Revision of (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for an updated, corrected, or expanded version.
Summary of (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a brief recapitulation of its content.
Translation of (expression): An expression of a work that has been translated, i.e., the text rendered into a language different from that of the 

original work.
Derivative Expression: An expression that is a modification of a source entity.

Abridged as (expression): An expression of a work that shortens the source entity without changing the general meaning or manner of 
presentation.

Abstract (expression): An expression of a work that abbreviates the source entity in a brief, objective manner.
Adapted as (expression): An expression of a work that modifies the source entity for a purpose, use, or medium other than that for which it was 

originally intended.
Dramatized as (expression): An expression of a work adapts the source entity as a drama.
Novelization (expression): An expression of a work that adapts the source entity as a novel.
Screenplay for the Motion Picture (expression): An expression of a work that adapts the source work as the screenplay for a motion picture 

work.
Screenplay for the Television Program (expression): An expression of a work that adapts the source work as the screenplay for a television 

program.
Screenplay for the Video (expression): An expression of a work that adapts the source work as the screenplay for a video work.
Script for the Radio Program (expression): An expression of a work that adapts the source work as the script for a radio program.
Verse Adaptation (expression): An expression of a work that adapts the source work as a literary composition in verse form.

Basis for Libretto (expression): An expression of a work that comprises the text of an opera or other work for the musical stage based on the 
source work.

Choreography (expression): An expression of a work comprising dance based on the source work.
Digest (expression): An expression of a work that systematically, comprehensively condenses the source entity.
Expanded as (expression): An expression of a work that expands the content of the source work.
Freely Translated as (expression): An expression of a work that presents the text in another language, preserving the spirit of the original, but not 

its linguistic details.
Imitated as (expression): An expression of a work that copies the style of the source work.

Parodied as (expression): A work that imitates the style of the source work for comic effect.
Musical Arrangement (expression): An arrangement work that rewrites the source entity for a medium of performance different from that for 

which the work was originally intended.
Musical Setting (expression): A musical work that uses the text of the source work.
Musical Variations (expression): An expression of a musical work used as the theme for a series of modifications.
Paraphrased as (expression): An expression of a work that restates the content of the source work in a different form.
Remade as (expression): A new motion picture based on an earlier motion picture.
Revised as (expression): An expression of a work that has been updated, corrected, or expanded..
Summary (expression): An expression of a work that comprises a brief recapitulation of the content of the source entity.
Translated as (expression): An expression of a work that renders the text of the source entity into a language different from that of the original 

work.
Descriptive

Description of (expression): An expression described by a describing entity.
Analysis of (expression): An expression of a work that has been examined to identify its components and their relations.
Commentary on (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a set of explanatory or critical notes.
Critique of (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a critical evaluation.
Evaluation of (expression): An expression of a work that is examined or judged.
Review of (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a summative evaluation.

Described in (expression): An expression that describes a described entity.
Analyzed in (expression): An expression of a work that examines the source entity to identify its components and their relations.
Commentary in (expression): An expression of a work that contains a set of explanatory or critical notes on the described entity.
Critiqued in (expression): An expression of a work contains a critical evaluation of the described entity.
Evaluated in (expression): An expression of a work that examines or judges the source entity.
Review in (expression): An expression of a work that contains a summative evaluation of the described entity.

Whole-Part
Contained in (expression): A larger expression of which a part is a discrete component.

Cadenza Composed for (expression): An expression of a musical work such as a concerto that contains an ornamental passage for a soloist, 
either by the composer of the larger work or by another composer.

Libretto for (expression): An expression of a musical work such as an opera or other work for the musical stage concerto that contains a vocal 
text.

Contains (expression): An expression that is a discrete component of a larger entity.
Has Cadenza (expression): An expression of a musical work comprising an ornamental passage for a soloist, added to a musical work such as a 

concerto, either by the composer of the larger work or by another composer.
Has Libretto (expression): An expression of a work comprising the text of an opera or other work for the musical stage.

Accompanying
Augmented by (work): An expression that adds to the content of a predominant entity.

Finding Aid (expression): An expression of a work that provides a guide to the organization, arrangement, and contents of an archival collection.
Has Addenda (expression): An expression of a work that consists of brief additional material, less extensive than a supplement, which is essential 

to the completeness of the text of the work and is usually added to the end of the content, but may also be issued separately.
Has Appendix (expression): An expression of a work that forms a complementary part of a written work which is not essential to the 

completeness of the content, such as a list of references, statistical tables, and explanatory matter; may be material which comes at the end of 
the content of the work, or may be issued separately.

Has Catalogue (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a catalogue, i.e., a complete enumeration of items arranged 
systematically.

Has Concordance (expression): An expression of a work that comprises an index of all the words in the predominant entity.
Has Errata (expression): An expression of a work consisting of errors discovered after the publication of the predominant work, with their 

corrections.
Has Guide (expression): An expression of a work that guides a user through the use of the predominant work, using notes, learning and study 

aids, exercises, problems, questions and answers, instructor or student materials, etc.
Has Index (expression): An expression of a work that provides a systematic, alphabetical guide to the contents of the predominant entity, usually 

keyed to page numbers or other reference codes.
Has Supplement (expression): An expression of a work that updates or otherwise complements the predominant entity.

Augmentation of (expression): An expression whose content is added to by another entity.
Addenda to (expression): An expression of a work to which is added, usually at the end of the content, but sometimes separately from it, brief 

additional material, less extensive than a supplement, which is essential to the completeness of the content of the work.
Appendix to (expression): An expression of a work that is complemented by an augmenting work that consists of material that is not essential to 

the completeness of the content, such as a list of references, statistical tables, and explanatory matter; the augmenting work may come at the 
end of the content, or may be issued separately.

Catalogue of (expression): An expression of a work comprises a complete enumeration of items arranged systematically.
Concordance to (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for a concordance, i.e., an index of all the words in the predominant 

entity.
Errata to (expression): An expression of a work that is augmented by a list of errors in the predominant work, discovered after publication, with 

their corrections.
Finding Aid For (expression): An archival collection used as the basis for a finding aid, i.e., a guide to the organization, arrangement, and 

contents of the collection.
Guide to (expression): An expression of a work that is augmented by another work comprising material to help the user of the predominant work, 

such as notes, learning and study aids, exercises, problems, questions and answers, instructor or student materials, etc.
Illustrations For (expression): An expression of a work comprising pictorial content designed to elucidate or decorate another work.
Index to (expression): An expression of a work used as the basis for an index, i.e., a systematic, alphabetical guide to the contents of the 

predominant entity, usually keyed to page numbers or other reference codes.
Supplement to (expression): An expression of a work that is updated or otherwise complemented by the augmenting entity.

Complemented by (expression): An expression paired with another entity without either entity being considered to predominate.
Sequential

Preceded by (expression): An expression that precedes (e.g., is earlier in time or before in narrative) the succeeding entity. Do not use for 
sequentially designated expressions with revised content; treat those as source expressions.
Absorbed (expression): An expression of a work that has been incorporated into another entity.
Absorbed in Part (expression): An expression of a work that has been partially incorporated into another entity.
Continues (expression): An expression of a work that continues the content and numbering of an earlier entity under a new title.
Continues in Part (expression): An expression of a work that continues part of the content and numbering of an earlier entity under a new title.
Merger of (expression): An expression of a work formed by the coming together of two or more entities to form the new expression.
Separated From (expression): An expression of a work that is the result of the division of an earlier entity into two or more separate entities.
Supersedes (expression): For serials, an expression of a work that continues the content, but not the numbering, of an earlier work under a new 

title. For monographs and integrating resources, an expression of a work intended to be used in place of an earlier work, usually because it 
contains updated or new information that makes the earlier work obsolete.

Supersedes in Part (expression): For serials, an expression of a work that continues part of the content, but not the numbering, of an earlier work 
under a new title. For monographs and integrating resources, an expression of a work intended to be used in part in place of an earlier work, 
usually because it contains updated or new information that makes the earlier work obsolete.

Succeeded by (expression): An expression that succeeds (e.g., later in time or after in a narrative) the preceding entity. Do not use for sequentially 
designated expressions with revised content; treat those as derivative expressions.
Absorbed by (expression): An expression of a work that incorporates another entity.
Absorbed in Part by (expression): An expression of a work that partially incorporates another entity.
Changed Back to (expression): An expression of a work that has resumed its earlier title.
Continued by (expression): An expression of a work whose content and numbering is continued by a later entity under a new title.
Continued in Part by (expression): An expression of a work part of whose content and numbering is continued by a later entity under a new title.
Merged With … To Form … (expression): One of two or more expressions of works that come together to form a new entity.
Split Into (expression): An expression of a work that divides into two or more separate works.
Superseded by (expression): For serials, an expression of a work whose content, but not numbering, is continued by a later work under a new 

title. For monographs and integrating resources, an expression of a later work used in place of the earlier work, usually because the later work 
contains updated or new information that makes the earlier work obsolete.

Superseded in Part by (expression): For serials, an expression of a work part of whose content, but not numbering, is continued by a later work 
under a new title. For monographs and integrating resources, an expression of a later work used in part in place of the earlier work, usually 
because the later work contains updated or new information that makes the earlier work obsolete.

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators for:
Expression

Note: Each term has a corresponding statement, and some have possible children. They are as follows:
Equivalent

Equivalent Manifestation: A manifestation embodying the same expression of a work.
Also Issued as: A manifestation issued in a different format embodying the same expression of a work as the resource being described.
Mirror Site: A manifestation of a Web site that is an exact copy, used to reduce network traffic or improve the availability of the original site.
Reprint of: A manifestation that is reissued with the same content as the resource being described.
Reprinted as: A manifestation that reissues the same expression of a work as the resource being described.
Reproduced as: A manifestation that reproduces another manifestation embodying the same expression of a work.

Digital Transfer: A manifestation resulting from the transfer of another manifestation from an analog format to a digital one, or from one digital format to another.
Electronic Reproduction: A digital manifestation resulting from the reproduction of an analog manifestation.
Facsimile: A manifestation that exactly reproduces another manifestation embodying the same expression of a work.
Preservation Facsimile: A manifestation consisting of an exact reproduction on preservation-quality media, such as acid-free permanent or archival paper.

Reproduction of (manifestation): A manifestation used as the basis for a reproduction.
Digital Transfer of (manifestation): A manifestation transferred from an analog format to a digital one, or from one digital format to another.
Electronic Reproduction of (manifestation): An analog manifestation used as the basis for an electronic reproduction.
Facsimile of (manifestation): A manifestation used as the basis for an exact reproduction.
Preservation Facsimile of (manifestation): A manifestation used as the basis for an exact reproduction on preservation-quality media, such as acid-free permanent or archival paper.

Descriptive
Description of (manifestation): A manifestation described by a describing entity.

Analysis of (manifestation): A manifestation that has been examined to identify its components and their relations.
Commentary on (manifestation): A manifestation used as the basis for a set of explanatory or critical notes.
Critique of (manifestation): A manifestation used as the basis for a critical evaluation.
Evaluation of (manifestation): A manifestation that is examined or judged.
Review of (manifestation): A manifestation used as the basis for a summative evaluation.

Whole-Part
Contained in (manifestation): A larger manifestation of which a part is a discrete component.
Inserted in: A manifestation into which material has been inserted that is not an integral part of the publication.
Offprint From: A larger manifestation from which a separately issued article, chapter, or other part of the larger manifestation has been printed from the type or plates of the original, usually as the same time as the original.
Reprinted From: A larger manifestation from which a separately issued article, chapter, or other part of a previously published larger manifestation has been printed.
Special Issue of: A serial or newspaper containing a single issue or a supplementary section devoted to a special subject, with or without serial numbering, such as an anniversary number of a periodical or newspaper.

Contains (manifestation): A manifestation that is a discrete component of a larger entity.
Has Insert: A manifestation consisting of separately issued material that is not an integral part of the larger manifestation into which it has been inserted.
Has Special Issue: A manifestation that comprises a single issue or a supplementary section of a serial or newspaper devoted to a special subject.

Accompanying
Accompanied by (manifestation): A manifestation issued with another entity, without any relationship to its content.

Filmed with (manifestation): A manifestation that is issued on the same microfilm with the manifestation being described.
Issued With: A manifestation that is issued on the same carrier as the manifestation being described.
On Disc With (manifestation): A manifestation that is issued on the same disc with the manifestation being described.

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators for:
Manifestation

Note: Each term has a corresponding statement, and some have possible children. They are as follows:
Equivalent

Equivalent Item: An item embodying the same expression of a work.
Reproduction of (item): A particular item used as the basis for a reproduction.

Digital Transfer of (item): An item transferred from an analog format to a digital one, or from one digital format to another.
Electronic Reproduction of (item): An analog item used as the basis for an electronic reproduction.
Facsimile of (item): A particular item used as the basis for an exact reproduction.
Preservation Facsimile of (item): An item used as the basis for an exact reproduction on preservation-quality media, such as acid-free permanent or archival paper.

Descriptive
Description of (item): An item described by a describing entity.

Analysis of (item): An item that has been examined to identify its components and their relations.
Commentary on (item): An item used as the basis for a set of explanatory or critical notes.
Critique of (item): An item used as the basis for a critical evaluation.
Evaluation of (item): An item that is examined or judged.
Review of (item): An item used as the basis for a summative evaluation.

Whole-Part
Contained in (item): A larger item of which a part is a discrete component.
Contains (item): An item that is a discrete component of a larger item. 

Accompanying
Accompanying item/Accompanied by (item): An item issued with another entity, without any relationship to its content.

Bound with: An item that has been bound within the same binding as the item being described.
Filmed With (item): An item that is contained on the same microfilm with the item being described.
On Disc With (item): An item that is contained on the same disc with the item being described.

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators for: Item

Has Successor/Is Successor To
Has a Supplement/Supplements

Has a Complement/Complements
Has a Summary/Is a Summary Of

Has an Adaptation/Is an Adaptation Of
Has a Transformation/Is a Transformation Of

Has an Imitation/Is an Imitation Of
Has a Part/Is a Part Of

(FRBR 5.3.1)

Has an Abridgment/Is an Abridgment Of
Has a Revision/Is a Revision Of

Has a Translation/Is a Translation Of
Has an Arrangement/Is an Arrangement Of

Has a Successor/Is a Successor To
Has a Supplement/Supplements

Has a Complement/Complements
Has a Summary/Is a Summary Of

Has an Adaptation/Is an Adaptation Of
Has a Transformation/Is a Transformation Of

Has an Imitation/Is an Imitation Of
Has a Part/Is a Part Of

(FRBR 5.3.2)

Has a Reproduction
(FRBR 5.3.5)

—
RDA Element: Numbering of Issue or Part 

(for is Part of Relationships ONLY)

Is a Reproduction Of
(FRBR 5.3.5)

Manifestation-to-Item Relationships
(FRBR 5.3.5) 

RDA Element: Related Manifestation

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

Manifestation-to-Item 
Relationships  (FRBR 5.3.5) 

RDA Element: Related Item

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

See RDA Relationship Designators: for 
Manifestation to Manifestation Relationships

See RDA Relationship Designators: 
for Item to Item Relationships
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PERSONPERSON

FAMILYFAMILY

Is a Descendant Of/Has a Predecessor Of
(FRAD 5.3.4)

CORPORATE BODYCORPORATE BODY

Is a Subordinate Of/Has a Subordinate
Preceeds in Order of Time/Succeeds In Order of Time

(FRAD 5.3.5)

Relationships between 
Persons (FRAD 5.3.1) 

RDA Element: Related Person

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

Relationships between Persons and 
Families (FRAD 5.3.2) 

RDA Element: Related Person

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

Is Member Of 
(FRAD 5.3.2)

Has Member (FRAD 5.3.2)

Relationships between Persons 
and Corporate Bodies (FRAD 5.3.3) 

RDA Element: Related Person

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

Is Member Of 
(FRAD 5.3.3)

Has Member (FRAD 5.3.3)

—

—

Relationships between 
Families (FRAD 5.3.4) 

RDA Element: Related Family

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

Relationships between
 Corporate Bodies (FRAD 5.3.5) 

RDA Element: Related Corporate Body

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

Relationships between Persons and 
Families (FRAD 5.3.2) 

RDA Element: Related Family

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Related 

Family

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

Relationships between Persons 
and Corporate Bodies (FRBR 5.3.3) 

RDA Element: Related Corporate Body

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

—
RDA Element: Related 

Corporate Body

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note —
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators: for Corporate 
Body to Corporate Body Relationships
JSC is currently completing Appendix K. Terms will be 
added here upon completion of this appendix.

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators: for Family to 
Family Relationships
JSC is currently completing Appendix K. Terms will be 
added here upon completion of this appendix.

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators: for Person to 
Person Relationships
JSC is currently completing Appendix K. Terms will be 
added here upon completion of this appendix.

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators for 
Family to Person Relationships. JSC is 
currently completing Appendix K. Terms will 
be added here upon completion of this 
appendix.

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators for 
Family to Person Relationships. JSC is 
currently completing Appendix K. Terms will 
be added here upon completion of this 
appendix.
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Note for: RDA Relationship Designators for 
Corporate Body to Person 
Relationships. JSC is currently completing 
Appendix K. Terms will be added here upon 
completion of this appendix.

Note for: RDA Relationship Designators for 
Family to Corporate Body Relationships.
JSC is currently completing Appendix K. 
Terms will be added here upon completion 
of this appendix.

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 
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Is a Pseudonym/Has a Pseudonym
Erroneously/Falsely Attributed To/ 

Erroneously/Falsely Attributed
Is a Collaborator/Has a Collaborator

Is a Sibling/Has a Sibling
Is a Parent/Is Parent’s Child

(FRAD 5.3.1)



ER Diagram for RDA Taxonomy                                                                                                   Relationship Definitions: Relationships between CONCEPTs, OBJECTs, EVENTs, and PLACEs

Prepared for ALA by IMT                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Version 2.2               6/24/2008                                                                  page 15 of 15
Proprietary and Confidential                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                © 2008

Note for Relationships between Concepts, Objects, Events, and Places: RDA version 1.0 does not cover these relationships. To ensure taxonomic completeness, 
diagram includes exemplary relationships and currently identified RDA elements. As RDA is extended, diagram will be revised to include complete details of these 
relationships.

CONCEPT

OBJECTOBJECT

EVENTEVENT

PLACEPLACE

CONCEPT

—
RDA Element: 

Explanation of 
Relationship

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

—
RDA Element: 

Explanation of 
Relationship

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

—
RDA Element: 

Explanation of 
Relationship

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

—
RDA Element: 

Explanation of 
Relationship

—
RDA Element: Cataloguer’s 

Note 

—
RDA Element: Source 

Consulted 

—
RDA Element: Relationship 

Designator 

—
RDA Element: Related 

Concept 

—
RDA Element: Related Object 

—
RDA Element: Related Event 

—
RDA Element: Related Place 


